Political Parties in Nigeria

I. Introduction

a. Nigeria has 30 parties registered with the Independent National Election Commission (INEC).
b. The winner take all nature of the Nigerian political system encourages alliances among parties and the creation of a two-party system. 

c. There have been efforts to create cross-ethnic parties. These efforts have failed.

d. The Electoral Act of 2002 stipulates that one must be 18 years old and a registered citizen to vote

e. 1999 Presidential Election
i. Olusegun Obasanjo - People's Democratic Party (PDP) – 18.7 mil. 

ii. Samuel Oluyemi Falae Alliance for Democracy / All People's Party 11. 1 mil.
f. 1999 Congressional Election

	PARTY
	SENATE VOTES
	SENATE SEATS
	HOUSE VOTES
	HOUSE SEATS

	People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
	13,917,193 
	59 
	13,289,938 
	206 

	All People's Party (APP) 
	7,453,227 
	24 
	7,364,763 
	74 

	Alliance for Democracy (AD) 
	3,015,827 
	20 
	2,918,614 
	68 


g. 2003 Elections
	Parties - Candidates
	Votes
	%

	Matthew Olusegun Fajinmi Aremu Obasanjo – People's Democratic Party
	
	61.9

	Muhammadu Buhari – 
All Nigeria People's Party
	
	32.2

	Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu – 
All Progressives Grand Alliance
	
	3.3

	Total (turnout 69.1 %)  (source: INEC)
	
	100.0


h. Politicians generally form political parties for the dominant purpose of contesting and winning elections rather than as vehicles for coordinating development efforts on the basis of some deep political and economic conviction-ideology.
i. Before political independence in 1960, real political parties existed, namely the Northern People's Congress (NPC)-North-dominated; the Action Group (AG)-South-West-dominated; National Convention of Nigerian Citizens -as it came to be called after 1960-(NCNC)-South-East-dominated. Why do I call those "real" political parties? It was clear what each stood for and where clear differences existed between them beyond mere ethnic preponderance.
j. The NPC, for instance was very conservative and not so inclined towards a hurried exit of the British colonial masters. The AG was more socialist in view with Marxist doctrinal beliefs. The NCNC could be referred to as liberal, with a moderate stance on issues, and maybe this accounted for its significant following in the South-West. 
k. Although the NPC, NCNC, and AG could be referred to as strong political parties with strong and discernible political beliefs in their time, not long after political independence in 1960, splinter groups started emerging within the ranks, not so much because of significant ideological differences as clashes in personal ambitions of political gladiators.
l. Political parties that have emerged (and died) between 1979 and now have not stood up to the standard of true political parties. True political parties, like an individual person, must have a recognizable personality and character (ideology).
m. When one talks of opposition group in a country, it goes beyond some flowery speeches and "resolutions" and "communiqués" at meetings held all over the country. It has to do with well organized machinery that criticizes intelligently, praises carefully, and provides nimble alternatives of governance, management, and execution. There is no such machinery in Nigeria today. 
n. Today, PDP is the party, and everyone that loses influence in PDP would want to form or join a political association and pretend to be defending democracy. Even some who very recently lost some appointments in the PDP-government have turned themselves into Defenders of Democracy, who are ready to rescue Democracy from PDP's deadly claws.

o. The simple truth is that for the 2007 elections at least, no political party in Nigeria today can wrestle power from the PDP. (Leonard Karshima Shilgba)
p. The military, which ruled Nigeria for all but four years between 1966 and 1999, is still a major political force—more so than any party. 

II. People's Democratic Party (PDP)

a. Centrist political party  that was formed by a coalition of veteran politicians, including several retired generals known as the G-34, many of whom opposed General Abacha with the aim of provide Nigerians a platform that would enable them choose a leader of their choice.

b. The PDP brings together veteran politicians who played prominent roles in the Second Republic (1979–83) and the aborted Third Republic (1989–93), as well as some retired military officers. 

c. It won the elections of 1999 and 2003. At the last legislative elections, held on 12 April 2003, the party won 54.5% of the popular vote and 223 out of 360 seats in the House of Representatives, and 76 out of 109 seats in the Senate. 

d. The PDP is now well represented in all regions of the country, with commanding majorities in the National Assembly as well as control of about three-quarters of the federal legislatures and state governorships. 

e. Despite the fact that some of the PDP's many senior officials and office-holders are Muslims the party draws most of its support from the predominantly Christian southern states. 

f. Hardline Muslims accuse the PDP of being a Christian party, a charge that its Moslem supporters, including Abubakar, are attempting to counteract.

g. In the Nigerian national elections of 2003, PDP surprised many observers by winning Yoruba states that were previously considered to be strongholds of the rival Alliance for Democracy. All Yoruba states (except Lagos State) saw the upset victory of PDP candidates against incumbent AD Governors.

h. Umaru Yar'Adua will contest the 2007 election for the ruling People's Democratic Party
III. All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP)

a. The extreme north of Nigeria, primarily due to its conservative and Islamic appeal. 

b. At the last legislative elections (12 April 2003), the party won 27.4% of the popular vote and 96 out of 360 seats in the House of Representatives and 27 out of 109 seats in the Senate. 

c. It is the strongest opposition party, controlling seven of the nation's 36 states. 

d. The party's biggest achievement in the last election was its gubernatorial victory in Kano State where it defeated the ruling PDP to take control of one of the country's most populous states.

e. Its candidate at the presidential elections of 19 April 2003, Muhammadu Buhari won 32.2% of the vote. He is running again in 2007
IV. Action Congress (AC)
a. Formed via the merger of the Alliance for Democracy, the Justice Party, the Advance Congress of Democrats, and several other minor political parties in September 2006 to avoid dividing the opposition vote
b. There have been rumors of cracks in the Party's initial alliance with the prominent national opposition party, the All Nigeria Peoples Party.

c. Currently, the party's most prominent elected official is governor Bola Tinubu of Lagos State. 

d. The party will  run current Vice President Atiku Abubakar (who has been disqualified by the Independent National Electoral Commission and is presently contesting that disqualification in the Federal High Court, Abuja Division), who is defecting from the People's Democratic Party, as it's presidential candidate in the 2007 presidential election.
V. All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA)
a. At the last legislative elections, 12 April 2003, the party won 1.4 % of popular votes and 2 out of 360 seats in the House of Representatives and no seats in the Senate. 

b. Its candidate at the presidential elections of 19 April 2003, Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu (of Biafran War fame) won 3.3 % of the vote.
