New Yorker Book Review of The Insurgent: Garibaldi and his Enemies
1. List specific challenges that Italians faced in their struggle for unification.

2. Describe the goals of the two major forces for Italian unification. How were their goals different?

3. How did this Garibaldi character become the hero of Italian unification? 

4. Describe the awkward relationship between King Victor Emmanuel II and Garibaldi (consider your response to #2 in mind).
5. How did Garibaldi’s heroism continue after unification?

6. On what grounds does Parks (the author of this book review) criticize Riall’s perception of Garibaldi? Why does Parks warn us to be skeptical of Parks and her book?

7. A. J. P. Taylor declared, “Garibaldi is the only wholly admirable figure in modern history.” Riall posits that Garibaldi was not so special and that, “We no longer believe in Great Men”. 

“Much is at stake here. Men killed and went to their deaths for an ideal of national unity that came to be personified in Garibaldi. Present-day Italy was born from their blood. Are we to think of those men as victims of a clever propaganda campaign? Do we think the same about those who are killing and dying for national causes today, or about the founders of our own national communities?” 
Given the above, as well as your knowledge of Italian unification, how are we supposed to judge Garibaldi? Should Italians be celebrating his life or should they dismiss his acts as something other than heroic? What evidence is missing…what do we need to know in order to make a sound historical judgment of the man?
8. German children take the day off from school in remembrance of Unification Day but we do not take the day off for Bismarck. American children take the day off for Independence Day—which manifested in the unification of the 13 colonies—as well as for the birthdays of Washington and Lincoln (presumed “heroes” of American independence from Britain and of the Civil War respectively). Italian children do not take the day off to celebrate either unification or the “heroism” of Cavour, Garibaldi or the men that fought and died to make them legendary. People in positions of power have the opportunity to determine who and what we celebrate. But I ask you, when it comes to nationalism (a powerful force for both good and evil in the world) what or who should we celebrate?
