Schlesinger on Functions of Political Parties
1. Unites otherwise diverse nations
2. Legitimates political opposition

3. Encourages peaceful transferring of power
4. Co-ordinates branches of government

5. Provides political education 
6. Supports citizenship & civic duty

7. Provides political leadership (party training)

8. Forms a cohesive political policy

9. Encourages political debate
10. Mediates political quarrels

11. Gives the average man a voice

12. Co-ordinates local and national platforms

13. Provides for community needs

14. Helps cities function smoothly

15. Provides people with a sense of belonging

16. Offers a sense of amusement and fun

Hofstadter and Washington on Dysfunctions of Political Parties
1. “The madness of many for the gain of the few”

2. Divides a nation

3. Constant turbulence

4. Arouses malice and hostility

5. Special interests can impose their will

6. Makes checks and balances overly complex

7. Parties cannot be held accountable

8. Party Ambition…
