The Rise of British India and The Indian Resistance:
Objectives and Methods of the Early Years

I. Britain Expanded Control Over India
A. Growth of the British East India Company (est. 1600’s)

1. By 1700, Mughal Dynasty was collapsing under its own diversity. Much in-fighting ate away at The Mughal capacity to represent legitimate authority. Small states emerged—ethno-religious states: Muslim, Sikh, Marathas, etc.—and a power vacuum formed. 

2. BEIC competed with Dutch, French and Portuguese Companies
3. By 1757 = BEIC was in control of Indian commerce

i. BEIC constructed infrastructure, reduced banditry, preserved relative peace and tried to stabilize the economy. They wanted 300 million Indians to be stable enough to supply and consume.
ii. Their objective, in part,  was to establish a triangular trade with China

iii. Soon the BEIC made governmental and military controls necessary. 
iv. Why were the Indian powers unable to unite against BEIC?

-mutual suspicion and rivalry

-unclear as to what the British were up to – hindsight is 20/20

-lacked a common political vocabulary

-BEIC had a military staffed by sepoys (Indian officers in British Army)

B. The Mission to Uplift and Civilize

1. Christian Superiority: its all in how you look at it. Either way, the Church of England spread her wings to India in 1813
2. End slavery

3. Liberate women (to some extent). British outlawed sati—the practice in which a widow joins her husband in death by throwing herself on the funeral fire.

4. Charter Act of 1813: forced BEIC to provide an annual budget for education

--Rammohan Roy—Indian who used his western education to promote: modernization, free speech, equality, intellectualism...
C. The Great Rebellion

1. Causes for discontent:

i. Overseas travel was a religious offense to high-caste Hindus.

ii. British encouraged widow remarriage

iii. Sepoys found out that rifle cartridges were sealed with fat from beef (Hindus) and pork (Muslims).

2. Between 1753 and 1856 there were more than 40 armed revolts in British India --      --mostly farmers in response to rent increases by British landlords
3. Sepoy Mutiny (1857)

i. The rebels massacred British men, women and children across northern India for almost a year. The British retaliation was equally brutal.

ii. Brits regain control due to Hindu/Muslim tension over who would rule (should the rebellion succeed)
iii. Legacy of Sepoy Rebellion
· distrust, fear and hatred

· Parliament ended the rule of BEIC and The Crown took over. 
“For many years the British in India had successfully avoided entanglements, because entanglements led to responsibility, and responsibility interfered with profit” (Read and Fisher)
· The Crown sent more troops
· A Question of Semantics: Mutiny?, Revolt?, First War of Independence?

II. British Colonial Rule (The Raj) (1858-1947)
“The British conquered India with Indian manpower, paid for with Indian revenues and with information they acquired through Indian sources” (Read and Fisher)
A. Ruthless Bureaucracy

i. The Viceroy ruled in the name of the Crown
ii. The Executive Council (1861), departments of: home, revenue, finance, military and law

iii. The Legislative Council: 6-12 handpicked British and Indian leaders for each department

iv. District Officers: could be hard and lonely or beautiful and mysterious. Sometimes men as young as 20 were controlling tens of thousands of people.

v. Indian Civil Service (ICS)

vi. By 1880: 100,000 Britons in India!
B. Divisions Among the British: Orientalists vs. Anglicists

i. Orientalists (Cultural Relativists) : 
· Intellectual curiosity & romanticizing of India

· Mountstuart Elphinstone: “My first rule, and it certainly was the wisest, was to leave everything as I found it.”

· Wanted gradual change via reason
ii. Anglicists (Ethnocentrists)
· saw Indian society as degraded and stagnant – in need of reform imposed from outside

· wanted immediate change via force if necessary

iii. Led to Paradox: in an effort to promote modernization, liberation, equality and industry, Indian society became more ossified, hierarchies hardened, the economy faltered and de-industrialization occurred.
C. Methods of British Colonial Rule: 

· Stabilize

· Demilitarize local leaders and warlords

· Co-opt local leaders and warlords
· Criminalize threatening practices

· Knowledge and Surveillance
· Ensure steady revenue supply

· Keep costs down
· Promote British Settlement

· Propaganda War: In Britain and in India

D. An Unequal Partnership
Benefits of British Rule

i. Modern infrastructure (with Indian labor)

ii. Agricultural revolution: ended small farming and pushed cash crops (mass deforestation)

iii. Health care and modern medicine: helped, but…the agriculture rev. led to a population boom = famine and mass starvation
iv. Education: Brahmins were encouraged to go to British schools

v. Equality: a new legal system that abolished caste distinctions

vi. Gender Relations: discouraged purdah (isolation of women in separate quarters)

vii. Unity: the British united India under one rule (though it wasn’t pretty.

viii. Stability: Lord Thomas Macauley felt that post-Mughal India was like post-Rome Europe. He desired a code of laws… “uniformity where you can have it, diversity where you must have it; but in all cases certainty.”

Drawbacks of British Rule

ix. The Enlightenment Ideal of Self-Rule. 

x. The Capitalist Ideal of Invisible Hand.

xi. Religious Intolerance & Religious Divisions

xii. Censorship: The Vernacular Press Act of 1861

xiii. The British flooded the market with machine-made, lower quality textiles to India, thereby destroying their once-prosperous hand weaving tradition.

xiv. Military Conscription: 1856 General Service Enlistment Act.

1. Many Indians of the fighting castes volunteered as a matter of honor and family tradition

2. Indians of all castes were forced to eat and fight together.

3. Indians were forced, when necessary, to fight overseas.

4. 1857 = 34,000 British Soldiers and 257,000 Indians

xv. Ethnocentrism, “a single shelf of a good European library is worth the whole native literature of India and Arabia” (Thomas Macualay)
III. Reaction and Resistance: The Roots of Indian Nationalism

A. Drain Theory (Dadabhai Naoroji, 1867). Indians paid the taxes for internal improvements and Brits capitalized on the trades.
B. British educated intellectuals came to despise British rule

C. Second class citizens in their own land

D. 1861 – The Society for the Promotion of Indian Feeling – promoted indigenous culture, Hindu medicine and native language

E. 1885 – Indian National Congress-wanted self-rule but advocated Western modernization.
i. Moderates-middle class, conservative, professional and industrial men who stood a lot to lose by violence

ii. Extremists-violence as a necessary evil. Fire with fire. 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak—Swadesh Movement-“of our own country”

iii. “The Congress is tottering to its fall, and one of my greatest ambitions while in India is to assist it to a peaceful demise” (Lord Curzon, 1899)
F. 1906 – Muslim League-saw division as a ripe time to fight for a separate state
A. Goals of the Muslim League:

1. promote unity with the British Crown

2. advance the rights and interests of Muslims in India

3. maintain peace in India

B. The League, led by Mohammed Ali Jinnah, was comprised of 400 Muslim aristocrats and was not reflective of popular Muslim sentiment

***The Hindu-Muslim Schism cannot be emphasized enough.

G. Was there a political vision behind the Rebellions?

i. Nascent forms of political identity seen in the rebel’ statements: “Hindus and Muslim of Hindustan”-arguably a form of sub- nationalism
ii.  Evidence of some level of planning and coordination

a. use of panchayats

b. rallying around the figure of the Mughal Emperor

c. speech, press and petition

d. boycotts of foreign goods

e. rebel’s violence was not indiscriminate, it targeted symbols of colonial rule

iii. Vision and Planning often from Jail (ex-Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1891)

iv. Answer: There were competing Political Visions

1. India though uniting against the Raj was still a divided nation of many peoples. Uniting against something is different than uniting for something.
2. Uniting with a common vision proved near impossible.

3. Uniting with multiple visions overthrew the Raj, but left another power vacuum and an insecure fate…..
