Fostering Development and Securing Democracy and Liberty
Almond and Powell pages 22-30
Caveat: it is the underlying assumption of Almond and Powell that fostering development and securing democracy and liberty are Good things. Many people and nations find these to be loaded and suspect terminologies/ideologies (the implications of which are crucial to one’s understanding of comparative politics).

I. Fostering Development
-Geographic Determinism is a theoretical framework which suggests that a nation’s well being is often largely determined by where it is on the map and the natural resources it harbors.

-Again, what is “development” and what does this term imply?

a. Rich and Poor Countries

i. Gross National Product (GNP)—the total economic output per person (calculated with exchange rates in mind)

ii. Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)—GNP calculation which likewise takes into account differences in the process of goods and services in a country. 
iii. GNP can be misleading (there are innumerable economic indicators that can also be employed that can help us understating the economic health of a nation)

1. agricultural economies—farmers don’t need to buy food

2. cost of living—heat and clothing costs in warm nations
3. redistribution and welfare states

4. industrial and service-based economies tend to have a higher GDP
iv. Quality of Life Index—health care education, safety, life expectancy, access to media, freedoms, environmental health, etc.

b. Economic Inequality—see table 1.4
i. GNP conceals inequality (China, Brazil, US)

ii. Developing nations suffer increased inequality (the dual economy—agriculture and industry)
iii. To what extent is economic equality desirable and sustainable and what are the best means to reach equality?

c. Population Growth, Economic Development and the Environment

i. Deforestation, soil depletion, air and water pollution, nuclear waste, the ozone layer…

ii. The agricultural revolutions, the rise of industry and medical science have increased the life span and decreased infant mortality rates = yes, there is a population problem (8 billion by 2025?)

iii. The population increases more rapidly in less-developed nations
II. Securing Democracy, Human Rights and Civil Liberties

--Again, beware of loaded terms. 

a. Democracy
i. a political system in which citizens enjoy a umber of basic political and civil rights, and in which their most important political leaders are elected in free and fair elections and accountable under the rule of law.
ii. Respecting the will of the majority and the rights of the minority
b. Authoritarian Models

i. Oligarchy—rule by the few

ii. Totalitarian—a system in which government represses human rights and liberties in a particularly intrusive manner.

iii. All totalitarian systems are authoritarian, but most authoritarian systems are not totalitarian.

iv. Authoritarianism AND Democracy are present in ALL nations to varying degrees and the degree changes over time

c. The “Third Wave” of Democratization

i. 1st was post WWI Wilsonian Idealism (short lived)

ii. 2nd war post WWII (India, Nigeria, Japan, W. Germany)

iii. A reverse wave ensued from the post WWII wave (Chile, Greece)

iv. 3rd Wave is post 1974 (E. Asia and Latin America) and is culminating in the fall of the USSR.
d. The Challenges of Democracy

i. The Sharansky Hypothesis

ii. The relationship between economic development and democratic development

iii. Tyranny of the majority

iv. Human rights? Freedom to speak ends when…

v. Freedom from/to religion

