World History DBQ

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography, write an essay in which you analyze how the Industrial Revolution and the New Imperialism combined to create the modern world. Assess positive and negative implications of said modernism.
Document #1


Document #2

"Of all the common prejudices that exist with respect to factory labor, none is more unfounded than the one that holds the work to be difficult. In an establishment for spinning or weaving cotton, all the hard work is performed by the steam engine. The worker has literally nothing to do in general, but occasionally join the thread that breaks or perform other easy tasks. It is far from being true that work in a factory goes on without interruption."
—Andrew Ure, nineteenth-century Scottish chemist

Document #3

	SADLER:
	At what age did you first go to work in a factory?

	CRABTREE:
	Eight.

	SADLER:
	Will you state the hours of labor in ordinary times?

	CRABTREE:
	From 6 in the morning to 8 at night.

	SADLER:
	Were you always there on time?

	CRABTREE:
	No.

	SADLER:
	What was the consequence if you had been too late?

	CRABTREE:
	I was most severely beaten.

	SADLER:
	Will you state to the Committee whether piecening [joining of broken threads] is difficult work for children?

	CRABTREE:
	It is very difficult work. Pieceners are continually running to and fro, and on their feet the whole day.

	SADLER:
	So that the work is not only continual, but it is unceasing to the end.

	CRABTREE:
	It is unceasing to the end.


—Testimony of Michael Crabtree

Document #4

     "I contend that we are the first race in the world and that the more of the world we inhabit the better it is for the human race. … I contend that every acre added to our territory provides for the birth of more of the English race, who otherwise would not be brought into existence. … I believe it to be my duty to god, my Queen and my country to paint the whole map of Africa red. … That is my creed, my dream and my mission."
—Cecil Rhodes, quoted in A Plague of Europeans: Westerners in Africa Since the Fifteenth Century by David Killingray

Document #5

Amount of African Land Controlled by Europeans
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Document #6

Spheres of Influence in China to 1914
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Document #7

     "Modern progressive nations lying in the temperate zone seek to control "garden spots" in the tropics [mainly in Africa, Latin America, and Asia]. Under [the] direction [of the progressive nations], these places can yield tropical produce. In return, the progressive nations bring to the people of those garden spots the foodstuffs and manufactures they need. [Progressive nations] develop the territory by building roads, canals railways, and telegraphs. They can establish schools and newspapers for the colonies … [and] give these people the benefit of other blessings of civilization which they have not the means of creating themselves."
— O. P. Austin, "Does Colonization Pay?" The Forum (1900)

Document #8

     "There exists in colonial lands a rule which has a stranglehold on the country's economy. I regard the idea of imperialism as a crime against humanity, because it enables any part of the human race which is armed with modern scientific knowledge to rule over less fortunate sections of mankind, simply because the latter are unable to resist the force which supports such rule.
     We demand the right to take over responsibility for the government of our country. We demand the right to be free to make mistakes and learn from our experience."
— Nnamdi Azikiwe, first president of independent Nigeria (1963–1966)

