Lesson Plan: First Wave of Feminism
Power Write Intro: Write women in a box on the board then ask, “how and why have women been kept in a ‘separate sphere’ throughout Western history?”

Get into Circle:

1. Chart the responses to intro question.

--religion, tradition, family, “human nature”, intellectualism, education, social and economic needs (division of labor, et al.), political system, media (from the classics to novels to the dailies)
2. Describe political, social and economic variables that contributed to the clamor for change among women in the 1840’s…WHY THE 1840’S?

a. Industrial Capitalism

b. Transcendentalism & Utopianism

c. Compulsory education

d. Religious Revivalism and the Second Great Awakening

e. Abolitionism

f. Sectional chaos 

g. International arena

*Rhetorical: was the women’s movement a historical inevitability?*
3. What were the goals of the women at The Seneca Falls Convention?

4. How was the notion of women’s’ suffrage preposterous?

5. Why did it take until 1920 to achieve the vote?

Sectional Disputes…CW…Reconstruction…_________...WWI.

--NAWSA (Stanton) and AWSA (Stone) rift over whether to fight to include women into 14th Amendment. Stone desired to defer the “women question” until the slave issue was resolved.
NAWSA…1893 = 13,150, 1917 = 2,000,000 members

6. Analysis of Dec of Rights and Sentiments

a. What re the central grievances of this document?

b. How is this document an appeal to the fulfillment of the social contract?

c. How is this a revolutionary document? How is it threatening (and to whom?)

d. The first day was for women only…

7. What is the central theme of Sojourner’s Truth’s speech?
8. How is this a threatening document? Did Truth’s voice help or hurt the women’s cause?
Postscript: The 1920’s Woman…The depression…WWII…1950’s…Second Wave
