Ethnic Marginalization and Obasanjo’s Response
· Background

· Hausa-Fulani-North (subsistence agriculture), Yoruba-Southwest (commercialism and oil), Igbo-Southeast (market agriculture and trade)

· Since 1999:

· 5,000 incidents of communal violence resulting in over 11,000 deaths

· 50 ethno-religious conflicts resulting in over 25,000 lives

· Incalculable property and environmental damage

· Assumptions

· Ethnic Identification is presumed to be the most salient source of social and political identify

· Ethnicity is the central avenue for collective action

· Ethnicity is a destabilizing force

· Ethnicity is constructed; it is malleable, flexible and fluid. It can be deconstructed. Should it be? If so, how and why?

· Closer ties to religion than ethnicity (though the two are not necessarily mutually exclusive)

· Federal Government as moderator between tribes (esp. in Middle Belt)

· Census: 114 million? 124 million? 

· Urbanization: 1975 – 2000 = 23 – 44% urban. Calm the Cities: Lagos, Kano, Kaduna

· 60% of Nigerian live in poverty

· Agents of Socialization

· Education

· 50% of population is under 15 years old. Educate them!

· Common Language, especially among parochials

· 17 Federal Universities, 6 State Universities, 75 Polytechnics
· Religion
· Section 10 of the Constitution states that, “The Government of the Federation or of a state shall not adopt any religion as state religion.” Three recognized legal systems: African Customary Law, Sharia Law and British Common Law.

· 80% belong to religious organizations. 50% of these participate regularly.

· The Christian Association of Nigeria: Igbo Pentecostal Christianity

· The Islamic League: Pan-Islam and Jihad

· Institutions Matter 
· Civil Rule, not Military Rule

· State or national?

· Executive, Legislative or Judicial?
· Cultivate political parties that transcend ethno-religious lines

· Institutions Must Prize Communications:

· Work more closely with the 774 Local Government Authorities (LGA)

· Roads

· Electronic Communications
· Communicate Hope and Increase Transparency
· It’s the Economy Stupid!

· Distribute the “national cake” carefully and openly

· Reconstitute the “derivation formula”

· Implement World Bank’s Structural Assistance Program (SAP)

· Civil Society

· Nigerian Labor Congress (NLC) (42 union collective est. 1978). Make class an issue!

· National Union of Journalists
· The Akassa Council of Chiefs for environmental protection)
· Must Integrate:

· National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC)—Yoruba

· National People’s Congress (NPC)—Hausa-Fulani

· Action Group (AG)—Yoruba
· Revitalize Babangida’s Association Groups
· Mass Mobilization for Self Reliance, Economic Recovery and Social Justice (MAMSER)

· Center for Democratic Studies (CDS)
· Minimize Hausa-Fulani disproportionate influence

· “Zoning Arrangement”: rotate elite leadership positions among leaders from various zones

· Cripple the Kaduna Mafia

· Olsegun Obasanjo’s Role (1999 – 2007)

· Born again Christian and former Military elite

· 36 Member Cabinet

· Human Rights Violation Investigation Committee (HRVIC). Staged live hearings that condemned military influence. He also “retired” the Top 100 Military Officers
· Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offenses Commission (ICPC)

· Economic and Financial Crimes Committee (EFCC)

· Recovered $1.2 of the $4-5 billion pocketed by Abacha

· Passed Anti-Corruption Bill written by Transparency International in Berlin through Legislature
· Free and fair elections: Independent National Elections Commission (INEC)

· National Population Commission
· Appointed Jackson Gaius-Obaseki to head Nigerian National Petroleum Commission
· Niger Delta Development Commission--$500 million in environmental damage reparations to region

· Has remained largely silent on Sharia Law issue (even in Zamfara)
· Sent troops in to quell the Kaduna  and Kano Riots. Pacified Tiv-Junkun Civil War. 
· Visits all regions regularly. Tried to build trust.
· Everyone just wants the basics: clean water, food and a chance. 

· One Nigeria?
