Document Based Question Essay Rubric

The A-B Essay

· Clear and well-developed thesis, addresses most of the major issues of the question.  Introduction indicates clearly what the student plans to prove in the essay

· Essay uses multiple facts to support major points of the essay.  Facts are clearly related to position; minor factual errors (if any) do not detract from the quality of the essay.

· Thesis is proven clearly.  Facts in essay are used to examine, explore, explain, and illustrate thesis position in a significant manner.  Irrelevant or distracting facts are not present in the essay.

· Substantial, relevant use of documents is evident in essay.  Documents are used to support thesis statement, demonstrating understanding of documents.

· Essay balances outside information and documents.

The B-C Essay

· Clear thesis addresses several of the issues of the question and indicates with fair clarity what the student plans to prove

· Essay uses several facts to support points within the essay, but does not deal fully with the complexity of the question.  Use of facts demonstrates fairly strong knowledge.  Some facts used to support the thesis may be used in error, but do not substantially weaken the position of the essay.

· Facts in the essay are used to describe or define the student’s position with some depth, but only partially deal with the issues of the question and support of the thesis.  Some facts may not be supportive of the thesis.

· A number of documents are used, demonstrating clear understanding.  Document usage supports the thesis in a general manner.

· Essay emphasizes outside information or documents, rather than both.

The C-D Essay
· General thesis attempts to address some of the issues of the question, may be vague or confused, may not clearly state what the student intends to prove.

· Essay uses some general, but limited information to support major positions of essay, but needs much greater detail; few or no facts are used to support the thesis.  Major factual errors weaken the quality of the essay.  Facts present in the essay are not well used to address the issues of the question.  Does not exhibit, clear, accurate knowledge.

· Facts are used narrowly to define or explain the limited thesis; complexity is ignored.  Some facts may contradict thesis.

· Essay may quote or briefly cite documents in a manner that does not evidence understanding.  Documents usage does not support thesis.

· Essay ignores need to balance outside information and documents.

The D–F  Essay

· Thesis is vague or nonexistent.  Exhibits confusion or lack of understanding of question

· Essay contains limited use of facts; many facts are in error; does not demonstrate accurate knowledge

· Facts do not support and/or relate to thesis.  Analysis is vague to nonexistent, may restate the question.

· Student exhibits little or no understanding of documents and does not use the documents to support any identifiable position.

· Little to no effort is made to answer the document based question
