DBQ Hints

1. Begin by reading the question only.  Make sure you understand what is being asked of you as a writer.  Clearly identifying the time period and by breaking down the question into recognizable parts.  For example, if the question requires that you address the political, economic and social dimensions of a particular event in history, you must address all three in your thesis and the body of your essay to some degree.  

2. Brainstorm before you create your outline.  Jot down all the names, events, acts, and writings that come to mind for the period covered in the essay.  Some of these terms will later be drawn upon as outside information in the essay.

3. Next, still without looking at the documents, you should write a brief outline to address the question asked.

4. Go to the documents, read, and highlight (Demandingly Read).  You should also note next to each document any additional outside information triggered by the document itself.  
5. You do not need to use all of the documents to score at the highest levels on the DBQ, but you should use a substantial number in a sophisticated way (use most of them!) You may quote the documents, but do so sparingly. Only used juicy quotes. 
6. Remember that you must always integrate useful and meaningful outside information into your essay.  DBQs without a reasonable balance of documentary references and outside information will not be scored highly.

7. In writing the essay, rely on standard historical writing format to address the issue.  The thesis in the introduction should be clearly stated and sophisticated. 

8. Demonstrate your understanding of the complexity of the issue by writing a complex thesis and by examining contradictory evidence in the body of your essay.  You should attempt to confront the point of view that you did not take or that was true to a lesser extent.

9. Cite your sources by using parenthetical citations after referring to a particular document (Document A) or by re-titling the document (Franklin’s cartoon).

10. Although the reader’s mind is likely made up by the time he/she reads your conclusion, it does leave a final impression.  Do not stray from your thesis or introduce new information.

11. Some other tips:

· Avoid laundry listing…remember that it is not your objective to explain the documents but rather to use the key ideas from them to prove your thesis.

· Avoid simply restating the question in the introduction.  Your thesis should be fresh and sophisticated.
· Make every attempt to demonstrate your awareness of change over time and that you are aware of cause and effect relationships.

· Trust your instincts if you are well prepared.  Include your flashes of intuition.

· While there is no one correct answer, there is always a good one!

· Documents do not speak! Thus to write, “document a states that…” makes no sense.

· Use transitions to demonstrate the connections that you are making.

· Let the reader know that you are aware of the controversial nature of the question.

· Relax and write with confidence once you have determined your thesis and your approach.

· As always, appreciate and enjoy a challenge.

