Civil Society & the 2003 Elections

Collectively, these groups deployed a total of 46,000 observers to cover the 120,000 polling stations in the country. This represents about 31 per cent of the polling stations. All these observers/monitors were accredited by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) to observe the elections. 

The evidence available to us confirms that elections/voting took place in some parts of the country voters had the opportunity to turn up at polling stations, cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice and had results declared reflecting their choice. This ideal situation was actually the exception rather than the rule. 

While in some areas, these malpractices were isolated, in other areas, they were part of a systematic plan to either disenfranchise the voters or distort the votes. 

In summary, the following represent various forms of malpractices and inadequacies which afflicted the elections, based on the reports of the various monitoring groups: 

1. Inadequate preparation by INEC, resulting in logistic problems and inefficiency of its officials, especially on April 12, 2003 

2. Pre-election activities, such as voters' registration and education, were hurriedly carried out by INEC. In particular, the voters' registration exercise were not effectively done. 

3. The display of voters' register for verification was not effectively done 

4. In essence, voters' registration exercises created room for electoral fraud. 

5. Inadequately trained INEC official 

6. Domineering influence of state governors on INEC officials in many states, including supplying personnel who served as INEC electoral officials 

7. Pre-election violence, such as assassinations, especially of members of opposition to the ruling party in many states. 

8. Intimidation of opposition by the government, for example reply by President Olusegun Obasanjo and the Inspector-General of Police to General Muhammadu Buhari's letter of complaint about the management of the April 12, 2003 elections. 

9. Violence in many parts of the country resulting in disruption or abortion of elections in many polling stations, especially in the south-South and South-East zones. 

10. The use of members of the armed forces to intimidate the electorate and party agents, especially in the South East. 

11. Under-age and multiple voting 

12. Ballot snatching and ballot stuffing 

13. Falsification of results 

14. Employment of party faithful as INEC ad-hoc staff 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

INEC must acknowledge that although it may have set out to conduct free and fair elections, not everything went according to plan. INEC should be bold and honest enough to admit its errors and successes. The INEC cannot seriously claims that elections have been successfully conducted in states such as Rivers, Enugu and Delta. In some other states, including Anambra, Abia, Benue, Imo and Plateau, where the election results have been willfully falsified, INEC must quickly review the process and restore the legitimate votes recorded. 

Even in some of these cases, the INEC could reduce the tension in the land by taking a second look at evidence of independent domestic and international observers. 

Based on the above, we wish to make the following recommendations: 

· In states where elections were not held, INEC should urgently make arrangements to conduct elections there 

· The Election Petition Tribunals should not succumb to corrupt inducement, threat or intimidation from any quarters. They should not give priorities to technicalities over substantive issues and must aim to do substantial justice 

· The demonisation of aggrieved parties and observers should stop 

· The use of government-controlled mass media, especially the NTA and the FRCN, to distort the nature and extent of electoral fraud should stop. This constitutes an abuse of power. 

· Government officials should desist from using derogatory statements that do not reflect reality against opposition and observers 

· Nigerians should learn to let people express their democratic rights and freedoms without ethnic, religious and regional prejudice 

· The phenomenon of rented crowds of associations, professions, unions visiting state houses and the presidency has emerged again as was the case during the Abacha regime to congratulate "winners": and condemn opposition. This is a shameful exhibition of corruption, opportunism and lack of principles by both parties involved government and the "crowd" of visitors. 

· The Constitution needs to be amended and Electoral Act reviewed to make INEC truly independent and not mere appointees of the President. There is also a need to prohibit the use of government facilities and funds to prosecute the election campaign of incumbent office holders. 

We hope that the May 3, 2003 elections will be free from the malpractices and fraud recorded in the previous elections. We commend the electorate for their commitment to democracy and their perseverance so far and urge them to continue to believe in the democratic process and turn out in large numbers to vote on May 3. 
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