We are confronted primarily with a moral issue… whether all Americans are to be afforded equal rights and equal opportunities, whether we are going to treat our fellow Americans as we want to be treated. 

--John F. Kennedy (Referring to race riots in Alabama in a radio broadcast 11th June 1963)
"Today the choice is no longer between violence and nonviolence. It is either nonviolence or nonexistence." 

--Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (Stride Towards Freedom 1964)
The body of history does not determine a single one of my actions. I am my own foundation. 

-Franz Fanon (1952)
Knowledge is not a goal in itself, but a path to wisdom; it bestows not privilege so much as duty, not power so much as responsibility. And it brings with it a desire to learn even as one teaches, to teach even as one learns. It is not used to compete with one's fellow beings for some unending standard of life, but to achieve for them, as for oneself, a higher quality of life 

--A. Sivanandan (1974)
What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up

Like a raisin in the sun?

Langston Hughes, “Harlem” (1951)
You are either part of the solution or part of the problem.

--Eldridge Cleaver (1968)
There is a way to look at the past. Don't hide from it. It will not catch you if you don't repeat it. 





--Pearl Bailey 





(1993)
The past is a ghost, the future a dream, and all we ever have is now. 

---Bill Cosby, 




1987
Bringing forth the gifts that my ancestors gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the slave.

I rise.

I rise.

I rise.



--Maya Angelou (1978)
