ENGLAND
· democracy by evolution, not revolution

· modelo f stable government ( only applicable to its nation

· History:

· 1215 Magna Carta ( limits king john´s power

· 1485 Tudor monarchy ( efforts to centralise

· 1534: Henry VIII breaks from catholic church ( Church of England

· 1688: Civil War: Parliamentary victory ( weaker monarchy

· Industrial Rev: empire ( sold surpluses for raw materials ( discontent

· Queen Victoria ( surplus used for institutions aimed at reforming society, affected by ind and urb ( created welfare state to improve regions deteriorated by industrialisation ( state-supported capitalism, state-led health/welfare system

· 20th century: 

· 1900 Labour founded

· 1906 liberal gov´t ( pensions and unemployment insurance

· 1918: universal suffrage

· public spending as % of GDP increased

· lost its position and empire, won two world wars

· 5 eras of post WWII:

· During WWII

· Churchill´s all party coalition

· Full employment and food rationing ( no division

· Nationalisation

· NHS ( costly
· Conservative reaction of the 50s/early 60s

· Chruchill, Eden and Macmillan vowed to maintain welfare state, stimulate market reforms, end rationing and transitioin to peacetime economy

· Labour...If we must (late 60s and 70s)

· Harold Wilson and Labour ( combated stagnation with activist reforms

· Efforts failed, England devalued pound, asked for IMF loan

· Conservative Edward Heath --- 2 risks

· Confronted striking United Mineworkers

· Called for election of 74 ( lost house and, then, majority)
· Harold Wilson ( james callaghan

· Thatcherism & Major (80s, half of 90s)

· Strong gov´t: strengthened 
· role of PM

· role of central gov´t

· police and defense forces

· Goal: slash welfare ( result: increased spending and role of gov´t

· A conservative movcement of her own

· Lef was in-fighting ( a mess, constant disagreement, lost blue-collar members
· Resigned in 92:
· Aggressive and overly-assertive

· Pissed off her cabinet

· Anti-european ( isolated

· Public disapproval ( failed to win electorate

· Didn´t believe in consensus

· Major ( 1992

· Thatcherite views

· No charisma or iron-fist

· More moderate centrist

· Sex Scandal

· Economic recession

· Blair´s Third Way ( 1997
· Socialist ( cooperation, fellowship, economic equality and individuality
· Bring forth the best elements of capitalism and socialism

· Advocates socialism and believes in privatisation, business and capitalism

· Enjoyed a lengthy economic boom period ( time of surplus (not necessarily thanks to him)
· Been able to provide additional public revenues without raising taxes ( better schools, hospitals, defense, etc.

· Centralised power into his own hands

· Devolved power to Scotland and Wales

· Interesting relationship with EU

· Aligned with GB´s foreign policy (war) 

· Curtailed civil liberties since 9/11

· Media spin doctor

· Labour won again in 2005, will probably be gone by 2007

· The People and Make-up of the UK
· 1 Crown, 4 nations

· United Kingdom of Great Britain

· England

· Scotland

· Act of Union (1707)

· Devolution referendum (1997) ( 74% for Scottish Pment

· Labour-Lib Dem coalition

· Wales

· 1535 Henry VIII

· Referendum ( Cardiff Assembly

· NI ( 6 counties of Ulster

· Cleavage ( religion

· IRA

· 1998: Good Friday Agreement

·  power sharing

· UK is a Union

· Multiracial england

· Colonies

· Non white pop has increased

· Cultural Identity: garden salad vs. Melting pot

· Few (15) non white MPs out of 646 total

· Insularity and involvement

· Brits ( noneuropeans

· Commonwealth

· Special relationship with the US

· Invisible services ( London ( banking structure connected to the rest of the world

· EU member in 73

· Permament member of Security Council

· Structure of Gov´t
· No const = no bill of rights
· EU Convention of human rights 1999

· No judicial review ( outsourcing to private companies ( udicial committee on Privy Council can resolve disputes about interpertation of act of Pment

· If courts rule against exec, Pment can annul it

· Queen elisabeth ( nonpolitical

· Power resides in Crown ( symbology,t radition, loyalty, myth

· Government ( whose?

· Whitehall = executive agencies

· 10 Downing st = blair´s residence

· parliament = commons and lords

· Westminster = neighbourhood of gov´t

· The Prime Minister (“first among equals” primus inter pares

FUNCTIONS

· wins elections

· campaigns through media

· figurehead

· system of patronage:

·  personal loyalty

· co-option ( silence opposition with favour (e.g. Blair- brown)

· Representativeness ( appoint black Welsh woman

· Competence

· Parliamentary performance

· 30 min Question Time

· Creating and Balancing Policies

· Foreign affairs

· Intermestic affairs

PM IS NOT A PRESIDENT 

· Indirect elections ( elected by party

· Less formal

· No term limits

· Can dismiss cabinet members easily

· Legislation usually enacted

· Apex of Authority: no opposition, no states, no judicial review, no const

· The Cabinet
· Senior ministers from Commons or lords appointed by PM (about 100 ppl)

· “yes men”

· PM usually appoints/coopts rivals

· Before a cabinet gov´t, now a prime minsterial gov´t

· 6 departments (get shuffled)

· External affairs

· Economic affairs

· Law (lord chancellor)

· Social services (health, social security, media, ed, sport)

· Territorial (env, food , housing)

· Managing gov´t business (Chief Whip in H of C, Offices of Deputy PM)

· Ministers:

· Initiate (select) policy

· Responsible for actions of civil servants

· Dept´s ambassadors

· Not experts in dept.

· Ministers often compete with one another for scarce resources

· Civil Service
· “servant”
· top civil servants ( formulate, revise and advise on policy ( work for whichever party

· lower civil servants ( clogs
· Hierarchy:

· servants

· specialists

· Undersecretary

· Minister of State

· Cabinet

· PM

· Strength: unstoppable machine
· Weakness: may be inflexible, lazy, complacent and non-competitive

· Parliament
· Parties vote as a bloc to ensure confidence ( enforced by whip
· Chief whip = guy who makes sure they´re all in line

· Whip = weekly document to tell party offciials how to ovte

· Functions:

· Establish pol reputations

· Dialogue

· Publicise issues

· Compromise on/amend bills

· Criticise Whitehall

· Speak for MP´s constituency (reps. Of England)

· Structure:

· House of Commons (646)

· Select committees to oversee ministries and establish a base of expertise

· 19 oppostions days

· question time each week

· House of Lords (704 unelected)

· 1/8 inherited

· titles bestowed for achievement

· Church of England

· 1/3 Lab, 1/3 con, 69 LibDems

· functions:

· deliberation on controvrsial issues

· advice on technical issues

· power:
· can delay the passing of bills, but cannot stop legislation

· Government as a Network

· Whitehall is a small village

· No const ( move fast

· The War of leaks

· Pol Culture and Legitimacy
· 3 theories 
1. Trusteeship ( it is the gov´ts job to govern

2. Interest Group ( gov´t as Great balancer of interests, classes, etc. ( major socioeconomic groups (rather than indiv) as units of powers ( parties and pressure groups (more authoritative)

3. Individualist ( votes cast by indiv, not business or interest groups ( represent the ppl, not the groups e.g. Lib Dems

· High Legitimacy

· Elections 

· Checks and balances

· Question time

· 3 branches

· pol parties

· parliament (HC elected – debate)

· market of interest groups

· history and tradition ( noblesse oblige (leaders do the best – best and brightest)
· common law is flexible

· civil service

· values liberty and freedoms ( MEDIA

· relative homogenity

· eco. Experimentation ( GUANGOs

· low pol.crime rate

· recruitment processes

· unitary state: TERRITORIAL JUSTICE


· strong exec. Power

· ministerial system

· civil society

· However...

· Pment is an ineffective check on the PM

· Whitehall Network Secrecy

· Poublic Infor Act of 2005 blah blah

· Civil servants leak documents (  may support any party in power

· Political Socialisation
· Family
· Gender 

· Education ( more universities/higher college rate ( university grads often Labour too

· Class (income, ed, prestige) ( reduction in blue collar work, no working class anymore, housing factor in voting (blocs)

· Mass media (BBC ( relatively impartial, get revenue from license-fee paid by each TV-owning household)

· Political participation and recruitment
· Participation ( high (?)

· Recruitment 

· Civil service

· MP Cadets

· Ministerial Gofers

· Geographical overrepresentation of london

· Cabinet ministers

· Not necessarily residnet of constituency represented

· 100 jobs

· MUST be an MP first 

· Get headlines, debate, show loyalty,

· Lack expertise, learn on job

· 2 years

· higher civil serants

· best and brightest

· specialist knowledge

· dead weight or backbone=?

· Yes Men and Can Do guys

· 2 types:

· pol advisers

· specialists

· organising group interests between i.groups and gov´t
· Mutual and complementary goals
· Info exchange

· Mutual evaluation

· Mutual influence

· Organising for Pol Action in Civil Society

· Civil Society storng in britain b/c of...

· Confed of British Industries

· TUC

· Civil society vs consumer society (unite pressure groups in the face of rising individualism)

· Inside pressure groups (non-controversial, advance their case in quite negotiation)

· Outsider pressure groups (unable to negotiate, demands are inconsistent with the gov´t Pacifists, ten d to turn to media to articulate interests)

· Keeping Pressure groups at a distance

· Tripartite relationship fo business, unions and pol reps ( consensus seems impossible

· Unions hav elost  power (less than 1/3 belogn to )

· Marketise, create a distance and assert independent authority of the Crown

· Unions frustrated at being out of Whitehall loop, but ed and health care prof, who rely on gov funding, are even more so

· Party System and electoral choice
· Multiplicity of choices
· General election MUST occur every FIVE years ( elections can be called in the meantime by the PM

· 3 or more candidates contest each constituency ( first past post (most votes, not majority necessarily) wins

· anomalies ( most votes, do not win most seats
· 3 parties in England, 4 parties in Scotland and Wales, and 5 in NI

· Labour and Consv do Not dominate the ballots (since 1974, 75% of vote; in 2005, only 67% of vote!)

· Disproportional representation 

· Lib Dems are geo spread out

· A PR system would need coalition building

· Control of Party org

· Pol parties: machines

· Labour party leader chosen from an electoral college comprised of Labour MPS, constituency party members and trade unions

· Conservative party members elect their leader: choice between two candidates chosen by consv MPS

· Party images and appeals

· Image is all ( less ideo., more consensual

· Many bills adopted with interparty agreement

· Inherited issues

· Centralised Authority and Decentralised delivery of policies
· Unitary state
· Territorial justice ( the same standards of public policy must apply to all citizens

· Centralised system of authority ( one of highest degrees of control in EU 

· Ministers focus on “high” politics of foreign affairs and eco manag, while bureaucracy deals with “low” level implementation

· The Treasury ultimately decides what is pol possible

· Devolution to nations, decentralisation to local gov´ts

· Local gov´t is subordinate to central, as it has the power to write laws determining what officials do or spend, or even abolish local authorities completely

· However, local units are responsible for adminitering ed, health care, sanitation, crime manag, housing ( 1/5 of pubnlic expenditure

· Inspectors and auditors supervise local authorities

· Local elections...

· 4 year terms

· low pol turnout

· in old days, working class towns would be Labour, agricultural areas and suburbs would be Consv

· no local income tax, although some locales have raised “rates” to fund a local initiative

· greatest test to unitary state : NHS

· Passing the Buck...

· Guangos = appointed by Cabinet ministers ( range of orgs to which gov´t has devolved power  (quasigov´t)
· Advisory committees = drqw on expertise of indiv and orgs involved in programs fro which Whitehall depts are nominally responsible (agriculture expert team)

· Administrative tribunals = quasi-judicial bodies that make expert judgments, more quickly and cheaply ex. Council of Tribunals (also a quango)
· Turning to the Market

· Privatisation justified...

· Eco efficiency

· Pol ideologuy

· Service – competition

· Short-term financial gain

· Once privatised, hard to republicise

· Costs or regulñating vs owning

· Comes down to public safety, health and $

· From Trust to Contract

· Next Steps Initiative : contract out tasks to independent agencies responsibilities of delivering central gov´t services such as prisons

· “outsourcing” in business world

· Why Public Policy Matters

· Average household can expect cradle to grave serive (ed, health and pension)

· Public employees ( 20% of British labour force depends on gov´t

· Taxes

· Revenues dpend on income taxes, SocSec taxes

· 40% is top rate of taxation

· 65% spent on ed, health care and SS

· sin taxes on cigs, alc, and gas

· “stealth” taxes on rise

· England as a model democracy

· Stable, representative gov´t

· But...

· History

· Us relationship ( backlash

· EU relationship  ( isolated

· Future: compete in an increasingly interdependent world
