Analogical Thinking: Functional and Conflict Theoretical Analyses

Functionalism and Conflict Theories Defined

Foundations of Functionalist Theory

A. Politics (society) is a system of interrelated parts

B. Each part contributes to political (social) equilibrium

C. Functions can either be manifest (intended) or latent (unintended)

D. A dysfunction refers to anything that might undermine political (social)  stability/equilibrium

Foundations of Conflict Theory

A. All political (social) systems are composed of groups and individuals that are competing for resources. These resources include: wealth, power, prestige and privilege

B. Authority Systems Enforce Conformity

1. Those who conform benefit. Those who benefit conform.

2. Those who resent resist. Those who resent and resist are negatively reinforced 

C. Those in position of wealth, power and prestige go to great lengths to keep these benefits.

D. Politics (society) is a struggle between the elite and the masses

Functionalism and Conflict Theories Applied

The Education System:

Functions:

1. Teach Knowledge and Skills

2. Transmit Cultural Values (individualism, patriotism, competition and cooperation)

3. Provide Social and Political Integration

a. To Promote Stability/Solidarity/Cohesion

b. "To forge a national identity is to stabilize the political system itself"

--e.g. say the pledge

c. "Schools teach students to perceive social institutions as the basis for their welfare leaving them no reason to rebel"

d. Integrating a Diverse Population Through Mandatory Education

--assimilate immigrants

--common language

4. Gate Keeping: Tracking and Ability Grouping

5. Mainstreaming & Inclusion 

6. Replacing Family Functions

7. Social Change via Research

8. Social Change via Critical Thinking

Latent Functions:

1. Matchmaking and Networking

2. Stabilize Employment…keep unskilled out of labor market

3. Child Care

4. Sex Education 
Conflict: Maintain Status Quo 

"Education serves to limit the access of individuals and groups to power and social rewards"

1. The Hidden Curriculum: Weed out the Non-Conformists

a. Education produces (and benefits) citizens who accept the basic inequalities of the social system and who don't question the existing order

b. The Hidden Curriculum-- schools transmit cultural values

--especially obedience to authority

--“stand in line, be quiet, listen and obey"

    (if you choose not to, you have difficulties)

    (this eliminates the influence of non-conformists)
2. Ability Grouping

a. Functionalists say "this way, people w/ different abilities get different jobs."

b. Conflict Theorists say "this maintains the status quo by suppressing the poor and disadvantaged"

3. Socioeconomic Status & Education 
a. Education is the Key to Social Mobility

b. Severe overlap of Race and SES

c. 3 Ways SES Effects Education

1. Expectations Vary by SES

2. SES> Home Environment> Ability to Learn

3. The Expense of Keeping Kids in School: "lost income" & college

4. Tilting the Tests (SAT)

--A Symphony is to a composer as a book is to


__an author

__a musician


__a paper

__a man


__a sculptor

--If you throw dice and a 7 is showing on top, what is on the bottom?


__seven


__eleven


__little joes

__box cars


__snake eyes


--Who can afford SAT tutors?

5. Unequal Funding
a. Property Tax

b. Higher Teacher Salaries (Better? Pool to choose from)

c. New Texts & Technologies
6. Credentialism

7. Private versus Public Education

Religion:

Functions:

1. Provides Answers

2. Emotional Comfort

3. Social Solidarity

4. Guidelines for Life

5. Social Control (?)

6. Help People to Adapt to New Environments

7. Support for Government

8. Creates Social Change…

9. Buffer for Capitalism (charity and comfort)

Latent Functions:

1. Charity and Hospitals

2. Missionary Work

3. Daycare 

Dysfunctions

1. War

2. Persecution

      3.      Social Control 
Conflict:

1. Supports Status Quo…Maintain Inequalities

2. Opium of the People (Marx)

3. Reflect Social Inequalities (ex- gender, race, class)

4. Legitimates Social Inequalities by Supporting Those in Power (ex- divine right)

Other Noteworthy Social Institutions Worthy of Theoretical Analysis:

Government, Media, Daycare, Sports, Peer Groups, The Workplace, Street Gangs and Art and Literature

