Chapter One: Issues in Comparative Politics
I. What is politics?

· public and authoritative
· public vs. private spheres

· means of coercion
II. Governments and the state of nature

· Night watchman state

· Police state

· Welfare state

· Regulatory state

· State of nature

· Social contract theory

III. Why governments?

a. Community and nation building

b. Security and order

c. Protecting property and other rights

d. Promoting economic growth and efficiency
i. Public goods
ii. Externalities
iii. Natural monopolies

e. social justice

f. protecting the weak
IV. When does government become the problem?

a. Anarchists and libertarians
i. Anarchists

ii. Libertarians

b. destruction of community

i. client society (as opposed to civil society)

c. violations if basic rights

d. economic inefficiency
e. government of private gain

i. rent-seeking

f. vested interests
g. alternatives to government: markets and coordination
i. anarchist alternative (decentralized communitarians)

ii. libertarian alternative (the Chicago School)
V. Political systems
a. Definition

b. Legitimacy

c. Inputs and outputs
VI. Political systems
· State-a political system that has sovereignty over a  population in a particular territory based on the recognized right of self-determination. 
· Sovereignty

· Internal sovereignty

· External sovereignty

· Nation-states-where national identification and the scope of legal authority largely coincide. 
· The UN

a. Old and new states

b. First, second and third world 

c. Big and small states: three challenges

i. Building community

ii. Economic, social and political development

iii. Securing democracy and civil liberties

VII. Building community

a. States and nations
b. Nationality and ethnicity
c. Language

d. Religions beliefs and fundamentalism
e. Cleavages

i. Cumulative-the same people against each other on many issues (conflict MOST LIKELY when cumulative)
· Northern Ireland: class and religion (Catholics are more likely to be poor

ii. Cross-cutting-groups that a common interest on one issue are likely to be on opposite sides of a different issue.
· Netherlands: there are Catholics and Protestants, but religious differences are not a major issue and poverty does not affect one group more than the other.

VIII. Fostering economic development

a. Rich and poor countries

i. GDP- attempts to measure the sum of incomes received by the various wealth creating sectors of the economy: manufacturing, agriculture, service industries. Essentially it tells us how much money was made in the economy over a certain period of time. When the value of income from abroad is included - what domestic companies earn abroad minus what foreign companies earn here and expatriate - then the GDP becomes the Gross National Product (GNP).
ii. GNP-the total economic output per person
iii. PPP-takes into account costs of goods and services
b. economic Inequality

c. population growth, economic development and the environment

IX. Securing democracy, human rights and civil liberties

a. Democracy

b. Oligarchy

c. Totalitarian systems

d. Democratization

Chapter One Discussion Questions:

1. Compare and contrast the four states defined on pages 2-3. What is at the heart of the debate between proponents of the welfare state and the regulatory state? Where do you stand on this debate [tomorrow: Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau]?

2. One at time, examine the six functions of government cite by A & P

· What are public goods and externalities?
3. What is the core of the debate among politicians concerning social justice and opportunity?

4. If you had to vote in and election between Kropotkin and Tage Erlander, for whom would you vote (why)? If these were the candidates for a  presidential election in Spain, who would win?
5. Compare and contrast client societies and civil societies

6. Explore the a) the paradox and b) the fine line examined in the left column of page 8

7. What is rent seeking and how does Mobutu’s case illustrate this?

8. Define using examples:

· State

· Nation-state (“natural” and “ideal form”?)
· Nation 
9. What can we glean from the chart on page 14?

10. What is the “3 worlds” approach and why is that paradigm dead?

11. According to A & P, what are the three primary challenges that all nations, regardless of size, face?

---------------------------------page 16---------------------------------------------

12. Describe three historical/contemporary examples of ethnic cleavages. Cumulative or cross-cutting?

13. What role does ethnicity play in 

· Affecting the harmony of the state?

· Influencing the structures of government?

· Influencing the functions of government?

14. What can we glean form the chart 1.2 on page 19?
15. Religious fundamentalism: struggle for Truth or political disaster? Discuss.

16. Define GDP and PPP. 

· What don’t these numbers tell us?

· What does table 1.2 on page 19 tell us?

· wh

17. Why is it difficult to compare political systems at various levels of economic development?

18. What are the political problems created by the trade-offs between economic equality and economic growth?

19. Illustrate how the problems confronting industrial and pre-industrial nations differ? What is the number one priority facing a pre-industrial country if they wish to become industrialized?

20. Why can trade cross international boundaries but politics seemingly cannot?

21. Though the 20th Century witnesses a tremendous growth in capital, the resultant costs have yet to be tallied. What prices have we paid for the capital boom?
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