The United States During WWI
I. Can’t Stay Neutral on a Moving Train?
· US public opinion was divided: pro-Allied, pro-Central, neutral 

· Some joined Britain's Army or French Foreign Legion 

· Scores of relief organizations 

· Wilson admired British parliamentarianism and fetishized democracy 
II. Peace & Neutrality
· Quakers denounced war, as is their dogma 
· The left flank of the Progressives feared that a focus on the war effort would undermine the focus on progressive reform; female progressives, including Jane Addams, a founder of the Anti-Imperialist League, thought that U.S. participation in the war would harm progressive reform and the women of the world. .

· Both William Jennings Bryan and Robert La Follette campaigned actively against preparedness, sensing that it would result in the US entering the war. 

· Socialists opposed the war, believing that the struggle was among rival capitalist and imperialistic societies in Europe. They also decried U.S. bankers’ loans. 
III. The Road to War

a. Wilsonian Idealism
· In 1915-16 Wilson secretly sent his trusted adviser Edward M. House to London, Berlin, and Paris to advocate Peace without Victory 

· His plan included an international organization to preserve world peace.

· Belligerents generally ignored Wilson's suggestions

· Gradually Wilson viewed WWI as a struggle of democracy against authoritarianism, especially after Czar Nicholas abdicated the Russian throne and his government was replaced by a more democratic government, led by Kerensky.
· This war was finally idealized as Crusade for Democracy
b. British Propaganda
· British and French control of most Trans-Atlantic cables made war news favor the Allies

· Americans read of atrocities perpetrated by savage Huns, Allies’ crimes whitewashed
c. German Sabotage

· Imperial Ambassador to the US, Dr. Heinrich F. Albert accidentally left a briefcase in a NY subway with documents, showing the existence of an extensive espionage and subversive activities network operating in the US, ready to be used.

· Eric Muenter (formerly Eric Holt the Harvard Professor who killed his wife and fled to Mexico) was a German instructor at Cornell University, detonated a bomb in the US Senate reception room and later shot American financier J.P. Morgan. Suicide in jail.
d. Economic Ties 

· 75% of American-European trade was with Allies 

· Oct 1915, US loaned $500 million to Allies; loaned $2.3 billion to Allies before entering war (and $275 million to Central Powers)
e. US-UK Ties
· Since the Civil War, the US and Britain pursued a “special relationship”
· Britain was the only European nation to side with the US in its war with Spain.

· Britain supported the American construction of the Panama canal, recognizing the US claim in the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty
f. Submarine Warfare
· British naval superiority did not allow the US to trade freely with both sides. Their blockade slowly strangled Central Powers.

· Britain seized neutral ships to search for contraband. Although the US always protested these searches as a violation of international law, it was a moderate protest and Britain offered to pay for any seized items.

· Germans, unable to challenge British naval superiority, resorted to a new weapon, the U-Boat 
· No international laws for the use of the submarine had been recognized.
· Germany relied on surprise attack, declaring waters around Britain a war zone in Feb 1915 and warning ships to enter at their own risk
· By May 1915, nearly 90 ships were sunk without warning.
· Britain countered the submarine by arming its merchant ships, by shipping supplies on passenger lines (!), and by operating under the flag of a neutral nation.
· Wilson declared that Germany would be held to strict accountability 
· 7 May 1915 - Americans were shocked when the British passenger liner Lusitania was sunk near Ireland, losing 1,198 of 1,924 lives, including 128 Americans, and 63 infants

· In violation of international law, the ship was carrying 4,200 cases of small arms ammunition as well as other kinds of ammunition.

· Germans had warned not to travel on ships entering the war zone

· NY Times published the details of the military cargo the next day; British papers used the incident as propaganda fuel
· 8 Jun 1915 - Secretary of State Williams Jennings Bryan resigned in protest when Wilson refused to call Britain out for endangering innocents and lying to their people. Robert Lansing became Secretary of State.
· Wilson demanded that Germany disavow the sinking, compensate victims, and stop attacking passenger vessels.
· Sussex Pledge: After the French channel steamer Sussex was sunk in March 1916, Germany pledged to stop sinking merchant ships without warning. Germany abided by the agreement for eleven months.
· With the Western front stalemated in trenches, Wilson hoped for a settlement 
· 31 Jan 1917 - Risking US participation in the war, Germany announced a resumption of surprise submarine attacks on merchant ships, believing that the Allies could be defeated before the US could enter the war.
· Wilson threatened to break off diplomatic relations with Germany if submarine warfare resumed.
· 3 Feb - Germany sank the Housatonic, in effect calling Wilson's bluff. US severed diplomatic relations with Germany
· 100 submarines resumed attacking without warning, but no overt acts against US ships occurred, which made Wilson reluctant to push for war. 
g.  Final Steps to the American Declaration of War 
· 24 Feb - Zimmerman Telegram given to Wilson. Britain released a telegram from German Secretary of Foreign Affairs Alfred Zimmermann offering to return to Mexico the American SW in exchange for military support. Although Mexico did not seriously consider this offer, it roused the American public.  

· 1 Mar - Zimmerman Telegram released to US press. 
· 4 Mar - Wilson was inaugurated for a second term
· 9 Mar - Wilson signed an Executive Order, which armed US merchant ships 
· 12 Mar - Russian government changed to a “democracy”, led by Alexander Kerensky, recognized by the US on 22 March 
· 18-21 Mar - 4 unarmed US merchant ships sunk (City of Memphis, Vigilante, Illinois, Healton) 
· Democratic newspapers called for war, stating, "The only difference between war and what we have now is that we are not fighting back." 
· 2 April - Wilson convened Congress for a declaration of war against Germany
1. House voted 373-50 with opposition from the German populated regions of IL, WI, MO, MN, as well as by pacifist Jeannette Rankin (MT)

2. Senate voted 82-6 

3. Wilson had idealized the war as a crusade to Make the World Safe for Democracy calling this a War to End All Wars
IV. American Military Participation in WWI 
a. Selective Service Act 18 May 1917
· After serious debate for six weeks, Congress authorized the registration and classification for military service all men between ages 21 and 30 inclusive.

· 5 June 1917 - 9,586,508 men were registered
· 31 Aug 1918- Manpower Act extended registration to ages 18-45, adding another 13,228,762 were added to the rolls.

· Of 24,234,021 registered men, 2,810,296 served 

· Jan 1918 - Arver v. US upheld the Selective Service Act, citing Congress' power to "raise and support armies" over 13th Amendment’s prohibition of involuntary servitude, or the 1st Amendment's protection of freedom of conscience.
b. The first draftees completed training on 24 June and were sent to Europe with Gen. John J. Pershing, commander of American Expeditionary Force (AEF), which supported the French and British but did not integrate into Allied forces
c. Troops arrive in Europe 1917
· 4 July - Pershing arrived in Paris and set up positions near Verdun
· 27 Oct - First US soldiers fired shots;  first casualties on 3 Nov
· 7 Dec - US declared war on Austria-Hungary

· Gen Douglas MacArthur commanded the Rainbow Division, composed of men from all 48 states and 3 US territories.

d. Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy: Jan 1918, Wilson announced his Fourteen Points, guidelines for setting up a new world order after the war.
1. No secret agreements 
2. Reduction in military arms 
3. Reduction of global trade barriers 
4. Freedom of the seas in peace and war
5. Adjustment of colonial claims 
6. Restore captured Russian territory 
7. Restore Belgium's neutrality
8. Return Alsace-Lorraine to France
9. Readjust Italy's frontiers according to nationality
10. Autonomy for the diverse peoples of Austria-Hungary
11. Rearrange Balkan boundaries according to nationality 
12. Autonomous development for nationalities under Turkish rule 
13. Recognize Polish independence with access to the sea

14. League of Nations
V. End of the War 
· 3 March - Russia signed Treaty of Brest-Litovsk Germany launched a spring counter-offensive in May 1918

· 9 Oct - Kaiser abdicated to provisional gov. of Prince Max of Baden
· 1 Nov - German center crumbled

· 4 Nov - Austria-Hungary surrendered

· 11 Nov - Germany signed an armistice, not a surrender (Armistice Day)
VI. Costs of War

· US: 126,000 dead; 200,000 wounded
· Entente Totals: 4.8 million dead; 12 million wounded

· Central Totals: 3.2 million dead: 8.5 million wounded 
· Total U.S. war costs, excluding pensions, $30 billion 

VII. The American Homefront
a. Conversion of Industry to War Production 
· Important precedents were set for expanding federal power in a crisis that later guided federal efforts in the Great Depression and WWII 
· Shift from peacetime to wartime production (and back again…) was rushed  

b. War Socialism 
· Council of National Defense (6 Cabinet members and a 7-member advisory commission) coordinated the manufacture of munitions and war materials 
· CND created the War Industries Board July 1917 

1. Directed by Bernard M. Baruch
2. Oversaw all aspects of industrial production and distribution and provided incentives for manufacturers to retool for war-related production.

3. Temporarily-suspended anti-trust laws, encouraging cooperation among industries.

4. WIB director had almost dictatorial powers to allocate materials, standardize production, fix prices, and coordinate purchasing, fostering a new cooperation between military and civilian agencies, Military-Industrial Complex
· Lever Food and Fuel Control Act,  August 1917 
1. Admirably chaired by international mining tycoon, Herbert Hoover
2. Set the price of farm products 
3. Encouraged increased production in key areas and coordinated domestic food consumption with the need to export large quantities of food to the Allies.

4. To avoid rationing, it encouraged voluntary food conservation for the war effort with “Gasless Sundays”, "Meatless Tuesdays”, "Wheatless Wednesdays", and “Lightless Nights”.
5. Food exports rose from 12 million to 18 million tons, increasing farm income by 30% from 1915-18. 
· US Railroad Administration Dec 1917

1. Railroads faced increased traffic and had a tie up in Dec 1917-Jan 1918

2. US railroads were essentially nationalized during the war
3. Secretary of the Treasury William Gibbs McAdoo as Director-General of Railroads, pooled all railroad equipment, centralized purchasing, standardized accounting practices, and raised wages and rates.

4. Railroad Control Act, Mar 1918, allowed for compensation to the railroads during the period of government management.

· War Labor Board April 1918
1. Co-chaired by ex-President William Howard Taft and Frank P. Walsh
2. Arbitrated 1,200 cases, prevented many strikes, slowdowns, and lockouts, reduced antagonism between capital and labor 
3. AFL enthusiastically supported administration policies, sensing an opportunity to consolidate its gains, increase its membership, and win new political influence by loyally supporting the war effort.

· War Labor Policies Board, June 1918, headed by Felix Frankfurter, set wage and hour standards for industry, encouraged collective bargaining, and standardized labor conditions. 

c. Committee on Public Information or Creel Committee 14 April 1917

· Chaired by journalist George Creel, the CPI (composed of Secretaries of State, War, and Navy) saturated the nation with propaganda that portrayed the war as a Crusade for Democracy against Savage Huns bent on world domination 
· Manipulated news to amplify fears; printed anti-German pamphlets 
· 75,000 Four Minute Men

· 7 million copies of “How the War Came to America”
· Overzealous Practices of the Committee

· Persecuted war opponents,  including patriots like Robert La Follette

· Encouraged dropping German language instruction in many high schools 

· Removed the use of German words from regular use in America, renaming sauerkraut "liberty cabbage," Dachshunds “Liberty pups,” and German measles "Liberty measles.”
· Taking the Committee’s Lead

· German-Americans were persecuted, many "Americanizing" the spelling of their last names ("Schmidt" into "Smith")
· Cincinnati ordinance removed pretzels from saloons
· Pittsburgh ordinance prohibited the public playing of Beethoven 

· German books removed from public libraries, sometimes burned 
d. Espionage Act June,1917

· Forbade actions that obstructed recruitment or efforts to promote insubordination in the military 

· Authorized the Postmaster to remove insubordinate materials from mail
· Levied fines of up to $10,000 and/or prison terms of up to 20 years.

· 3 Mar 1919 - Schenk v. US , Supreme Court unanimously upheld it, limiting the first amendment protection when words present a “clear and present danger" 
e. Sedition Act May, 1918  
· Amended and broadened Espionage Act

· A crime to speak against the purchase of war bonds, or "willfully utter, print, write or publish any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language" about this US form of government, the US constitution or the US armed forces or to "willfully urge, incite, or advocate any curtailment of production" of things "necessary or essential to the prosecution of the war . . . with intent of such curtailment to cripple or hinder the United States in the prosecution of the war."

· Did not differ between anti-war statements and any statement critical of US policy

· After an anti-war speech, Eugene V. Debs, Socialist, sentenced to 10-yrs. Won almost 1m votes from prison in 1920.
· NY Times and others lost their mailing privileges

· Victor Berger (R-WI) refused seating in the House

· 10 Nov 1919 - Abrams v. US - Supreme Court by a 7-2 vote upheld it
1. The case dealt with leaflets (dropped out of a NYC hat factory by a Russian-born Jewish anarchist) expressing dissatisfaction with US repudiation of the Russian Revolution, one calling for a general strike against US policy of intervention.

2. Clark for the majority cited Holmes' "clear and present danger" doctrine. 

3. Holmes (+ Brandeis) dissented stating "the best test of truth is the power of the thought to get itself accepted in the competition of the market," denying that a "silly leaflet" published by an "unknown man" constituted a danger. 
· Still part of US code: Rosenbergs, Ellsberg, Chelsea Manning, Edward Snowden 
f. Financing the War 

· Liberty Loan Act 24 Apr 1917

1. Five national campaigns sold war bonds to finance war costs.

2. WWI cost the US $30 billion (about $550 billion today), total federal expenditures in 1913 were only $970 million, $21.5 billion Victory Bonds sold, mostly to banks. 
3. The total war cost was $33.5 billion with pensions and post-war expenses 

· Socialist Taxation

1.  $10.5 billion was raised through taxation for the war

2. 3 Oct 1917 - War Revenue Act made the income tax a chief revenue source

a. 4% personal income taxes, starting at $1,000.

b. 77% of highest earners
c. 6% Corporate tax
d. 25% inheritance tax

VIII. Socialist Opposition to the War 

· Sponsored scores of rallies around the country, drawing enough support to worry Wilson. 

· Opposed US intervention because for them, Europe's war was a product of rival imperial systems, fought for greater profits and larger empires, benefiting the capitalist ruling class at the cost of millions of working class soldiers 
· American socialism was largely committed to a peaceful transition to socialism through organizing electoral parties and winning the votes of the growing working class. American socialism was indeed revolutionary, though not like European socialism, calling for fundamental changes in the US system, but was tied to a nonviolent strategy for achieving those revolutionary aims.
IX. WWI Impact on Blacks and Women
· Blacks
· 500,000 Blacks migrated to northern factories from 1914-18

· Draft law was applied equally to both races, segregated troops.

· Black Red Cross nurses 
· Dubois vs. William Monroe Trotter: Should Blacks support the war effort?

· Although some race riots occurred in the North, protesting the influx of southern Blacks, most Blacks were optimistic about an improved status after the war; surely the War for Democracy would count for something at home. Or?
· Women

· Many women found unprecedented industrial job opportunities, but were expected to give the jobs back to the returning soldiers after the war.

· Women launched movements to halt the spread of prostitution and venereal disease, both of which experienced a sharp rise during the war.
· 19th Amendment (1920) 
X. Domestic Issues After the War 
a. Demobilization

· Veterans returned home to a job market in flux
· War Industries Board controls ended 

· Railroads were returned to private control
· Unprecedented socialism to unprecedented capitalism, seemingly overnight. 
· Consumers spent savings on goods in short supply during the war, producing further shortages and inflation, the cost of living doubling from 1912-1920. 
· Recession: July 1920 - March 1922
b. Labor Problems

· Post-war strikes involved 20% of the labor force 
· Work stoppages yielded more shortages, more inflation, more strikes

· Unionism remained associated with radicalism and, now, Bolshevism  
c. The First Red Scare 
· Bolshevik Revolution and the founding of the Third International (Comintern) in 1919 to coordinate all activities of radical parties around the world 

· Hysteria against Germany and German culture was redirected against Reds 
· Sept 1919 - 1,117 of 1,544 Boston policemen went on strike, leaders were characterized as "Reds” so Governor Calvin Coolidge sent in the National Guard. He stated, "there is no right to strike against the public safety by anybody, anywhere, any time” and thus gained national fame.
· Palmer Raids, Jan 1920

1. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer authorized raids in 33 cities.

2. Numerous "illegal aliens," suspected radicals or members of radical groups, were rounded up, with 4,000 arrests, most of whom were released for lack of evidence

3. 556 deported, many on a ship to Russia, dubbed Soviet Ark 

4. Numerous homes ransacked without search warrants or due process, recovering only 3 pistols but tons of printed material.
5. Palmer warned that radicals planned a May Day terrorist demonstration. When it failed to materialize, Palmer was humiliated and ended his chance of being the Democratic nominee for president in 1920.

6. When no revolutionary outbreaks occurred, protests against the abuses of civil liberties ensued, and the Red Scare was subdued. 
