Settlements across the Sea: The Reasons the Failures and a Success (1550-1624)

· Columbus travels and exploits became folklore throughout Europe quite quickly
· Henry VII sends John Cabot (Giovanni Caboto) to sea. He reaches Nova Scotia

· France sends Jean Fleury in 1523. Italians send Giovanni Verrazano

I. The English Reformation

-America was a Spanish monopoly for 450 years (siglo de oro---Spain’s golden century)

a. Europe Divided

i. The Reformation

1. Prots: Netherlands, Scandinavia and parts of Germany
2. Catholic: Spain, Portugal Italy and France

ii. Calvinism - doctrines of predestination and total depravity (corrpution), stressing the absolute sovereignty of God.
b. Henry VIII

i. Henry married to Catherine of Aragon (Spain). She could not have kids. Needed divorce. Wants to marry Anne Boleyn. Pope Clement VII refused to annul. 

ii. Henry est. Church of England. Re-apportions land and titles. Centralizes power.
c. Half Century of Instability

i. English Reformation was peaceful and non-intrusive compared to Reformation
ii. Edward VI (Henry’s son) takes throne > died at 16 > Mary (1553-58)
1. re-est. Catholic ties

2. married Philip of Spain

3. executed Protestants (Bloody Mary)

II. Elizabethan England: Seedbed of English America

-Elizabeth was half sister of Mary. Raised Catholic. Cautious and prudent with religious matters. Ran a hybrid. Refused to marry (too politically and religiously complicated)
a. Sea Dogs

i. Sea Dogs – swashbuckling, Spanish-hating sea captains

ii. Francis Drake -  rounded South America. Looted Spanish ports. Feared Spanish reprisal, so went up to California…and around the world. 2nd to do so. 

iii. Liz. Used sea dogs to toy with Spain’s claim to all of Americas

b. Sir Walter Raleigh and Roanoke

i. Raleigh granted a licence to est. a colony. Sent and expedition. Decided on Roanoke (NC)
ii. Roanoke was close to Spanish sea routes. So the colony could be used to pirate Spanish ships
iii. Roanoke settlers went missing. Drake never found them. Remains a mystery.

III. Beginnings of an Empire

-English colonization came to a halt b/c Liz ordered a ‘stay of shipping’ to build up forces in fear of an attack from the Armada. 

a. Spanish Armada

i. Armada tries to attack England. But weather (God?) intervenes. 
ii. Spain’s invincibility is lost. Siglo de oro is thought over

b. Promoters of Empire
i. Richard Hakluyt- from Church of England. Staunch supporter of colonization. Researched (at Oxford) wrote and spoke extensively. For profit. Glory and the end of Spain. Presented an academic and a religious argument. 
ii. Raleigh was still a promoter. But Charles (Liz’s successor) imprisoned him (1591 he secretly married Elizabeth Throckmorton, one of the Queen's ladies-in-waiting, without requesting the Queen's permission, for which he and his wife were sent to the Tower of London)
1. 1603, Raleigh was again imprisoned in the Tower, this time for allegedly being involved in the Main Plot against King James I, who was not favourably disposed toward him. In 1616, however, he was released in order to conduct a second expedition in search of El Dorado.
2. After his return to England he was arrested and, after a show trial held mainly to appease the Spanish after Raleigh's attack of San Thomé, he was beheaded at Whitehall.
c. Hard Economic Facts

i. Promise of gold
ii. Stealing from the Spanish

iii. In pursuing colonies, Spain neglected home producers - Spanish farmers and domestic traders failed as investments shifted to the promises of the colonies
iv. Promises of mercantilism-colonists could buy English manufactures

d. Surplus Population

i. Enclosure movement—former landlords expelled the peasants and raised sheep instead (more profitable). Peasants wandered the countryside and begged. Eventually ended up in cities, making babies. Population explosion in 16th century England

e. Private Enterprise

i. Merchants adventure companies – high risk overseas trading companies
ii. Pirates, warships and weather put colonial booty at risk 

iii. East India Company est. 1600

iv. The Virginia Company of London & The Plymouth Company 
IV. Jamestown
a. First Families of VA
i. 1607, Christopher Newport landed in Chesapeake Bay, went up James River and est. Jamestown
1. swamp w/ un-potable water

2. Setters were not expected to be self-sufficient. They were told that they were to seek gold and that they would be sent food and necessary goods

b. Survivors
i. The storage shed set fire in 1608
ii. About 30,000 Powhatan Indians

iii. 1607 > 1608 – 144 to 38 residents, 1609 -500 new colonists arrive. 1610 – pop – 60!

c. An Unpermissive Society

i. Smith > West > Dale ran the colony like boot camp. Death penalty and lashings for minor crimes
ii. 50% death rate persisted
iii. England’s best and brightest did not leave to Jamestown
d. The Stinking Custom
i. 1716 – VA exports 10 tons of tobacco, 1618 – 25 tons, 1628 – 250 tons

e. Who Shall Till the Fields

i. The tradesman all become tobacco farmers – that’s where the profit was
ii. Why work for another when you could set up a farm 5 miles down inland?

iii. Tried to enslave Indians. No go. 

iv. 1619 a Dutch ship arrived with slaves. By 1660 – 900 black Virginians (in a pop of 25,000)

v. Indentured Servants  4-7 year contract

vi. Headright system – est. 1618. Each head of household was granted 50 acres for each person that he imported. Thus, a family of 5 got 250 acres.  Plus 5 indentured servants – 500 acres

f. Massacre of 1622

i. For 15 years, the English and Powhatan peacefully co-existed. 

ii. 1614 John Rolfe marries Powhatan’s daughter Pocahontas – détente

iii. Then Powhatan died. His brother, Opechancanough feared that white expansion minimized hunting, farming and fishing opportunities for natives
iv. Opechancanough’s warriors enter Martin’s Hundred (7 mi. from JTown) and attack. Marched to Jamestown and pillaged along the way

v. 347 Virginians killed (1/23 of total pop.)

vi. VA Co. sends 1500 muskets for genocide
vii. By 1685 Powhatan extinct

g. Maryland: A Second Tobacco Colony
i. George Calvert – a Roman Catholic who served James I’s advisor when VA was royalized. He was sacked b/c it was unacceptable to have an RC as such a trusted advisor. But J I appointed him as the first Lord Baltimore
ii. In 1628 Calvert convinced Charles I to grant him a charter for a colony just north of the Potomac to serve as a safe haven for persecuted RC
iii. Calvert’s son, the 2nd Lord Baltimore, est. Maryland

iv. Act of Toleration of 1649 – no discrimination against followers of Jesus, regardless of sect. 
V. Other Beginnings

a. French in North America
i. Huguenots – French Prots. In Port Royal. SC

ii. Problems
1. Indians

2. rich refused to labor

3. desertion

4. Spanish attacks/massacres of Prots.

iii. Samuel de Champlain – founded Quebec (New France)

1. a rude, uncomfortable trading post

2. had 3,000 colonists by 1663

3. but est. first university in Americas (a year before Harvard)

b. Hispanic beginnings

i. St. Augustine, FL

ii. Est. Santa Fe trading post – convert 86,000 Indians

iii. Popé’s Rebellion in Santa Fe (1680) – Indians killed half of the priests and Mexicans in Santa Fe

c. New Netherlands and New Sweden

i. New Netherlands

1. Dutch West Indian Co. est. 1624

2. Connecticut and Delaware Rivers as borders

3. New Amsterdam – Capital

4. Fort Orange in Albany

5. Trading Posts

6. Peter Minuit purchased Manhattan for $25

ii. New Sweden

1. Minuit got a gig for a Swedish trading company and est. Christiana on the western end of the Delaware river

2. There were as many English and Dutch there as there were Swedes and Finns 

Discussion Questions / FRQs
1. Analyze how religious volatility in Europe impacted the American colonies during the early years of their formation

2. Describe the motivations of the English in establishing colonies in the New World

3. Compare and contrast the motivations of the French and the British in establishing colonies in the new World

4. Analyze the objectives., methods and relative successes of TWO of the three European countries in establishing colonies in the New World

England

France

The Netherlands

5. Early encounters between American Indians and European colonists led to a variety of relationships among the different cultures. Analyze how the actions taken by BOTH American Indians and European colonists shaped those relationships in TWO of the following regions. Confine your answer to the 1600s.

New England

Chesapeake

Spanish Southwest

New York and New France (2008 FRQ)
