The Second Generation of Communists: Joseph Stalin, Social Architect
1. After you have read this chapter, come back and respond to the question: what events in Stalin’s childhood and adolescence might have influenced his future decisions as the leader of the USSR? Be sure to explain how these events might have shaped his later policy decisions. 
2. The Three Calamites were __________________, ____________________ and _________________________.

3. How exactly did Russia become the USSR?

4. What was democratic centralism in 1917 and what did democratic centralism evolve into by 1921?

5. What was Lenin’s Last Testament?

6. Specifically how did Stalin rise to power lead the USSR after Lenin’s death?

7. a. Describe the concept of “socialism in one country”.

b. Why did Stalin advocate socialism in one country, as opposed endeavoring to unite the Workers of the World?

8. Cite some of the examples used by Crowley and Vaillancourt to explain why the NEP failed.

-
-
-
9. Who were the kulaks and why did Stalin wage a war against them?

10. a. What is a collectivized farm?

b. Why did Stalin force collectivization?

11. a. What were the goals of Stalin’s first five-year plan?

b. What were the methods that Stalin used to achieve these goals?

c. Analyze the results of the five-year plan. 

12. a. According to Crowley and Vaillancourt, ____ million people were purged under Stalin’s reign.

b. Who where Stalin’s purge victims? Why did he target these groups?

13. What was Stalin’s reaction to Serge Kirov’s assassination?

14. Stalin’s USSR in World War Two:

a. What happened at the 1938 Munich Conference?

b. What did Stalin learn from the Munich Pact?

c. What was the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

d. What was Operation Barbarossa?

e. Describe Stalin’s reaction to Hitler’s invasion?

f. How did the USSR defeat Hitler? What was their method of warfare?

g. What is the significance of WWII in Soviet history? 

15. Why was the post-WWII era considered the Black Years for Soviet Jews?

16. Create a cost-benefit analysis of Stalin’s reign in the USSR. 
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