Dirk Vandewalle, an associate professor of government at Dartmouth College, gives an inside look at Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi and his 42-year rule. Vandewalle has studied and written about Libya since the 1980s. In 1986 he lived in Libya for 14 months, the only Western scholar there at the time. 

Questions to consider and address when listening and taking notes: 
1. When and how did Gadhafi come to power?

2. What role did colonialism play in Gadhafi’s rise to power?

3. What role did colonialism and the legacy of colonialism play in Gadhafi’s methods of ruling?

4. Some contend that Gadhafi was a dictator. What evidence is there to this end? 

5. Though Vandewalle spends too much time in the interview on Gadhafi’s clothing (which one must concede is eccentric and inconsistent), he makes some interesting parallels between Gadhafi’s dress and his role in the world. Explain these parallels. 

6. How did the position of the US change towards Libya during the Bush II administration? Why might this be?

7. What does Vandewalle cite as the primary reason that Gadhafi does not step down from power? What might some other reasons be?

8. What are the potential issues for the future of Libya?

9. What are some of the most interesting and/or relevant lessons that one should learn about Gadhafi, Libya and Libyans as a result of listening to this interview?

