Founding Fathers: An Age of Realism 
Chapter One of The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It
Richard Hofstadter, 1948
1. Use evidence to describe the attitudes and beliefs of the Framers of the Constitution about “the People”.
2. What were the attitudes and beliefs of the Framers about “democracy”?
3. Why, according to Hofstadter, might the Framers be so antagonistic to the People and Democracy?
4. Analyze Jeremy Belknap’s convoluted assertion that that “government originates from the people, but that the people be taught…that they are not able to govern themselves.”
5. Respond to Hofstadter’s somewhat hypothetical question: if the masses were turbulent and unregenerate, and yet the government must be founded upon their suffrage and consent, what could a Constitution-maker do?
6. Interpret the quote from Madison in the Federalist Paper No. 51.
7. In order to create a balanced government, the Framers developed a “harmonious system of mutual frustration’’.  To this end, they devised three devices. Identify and describe each device. 
8. In Hofstadter’s view, contemporary Americans link liberty with democracy while the Framers linked liberty with property. In fact, property rights are paramount to most Framers. Beyond the obvious, why the deep concern for property? 
9. Why did the Framers see democracy as, at best, a transition stage in a nation’s political history? 
10. Discuss the humanist dilemma in the philosophies of the Framers. 
11. Based on this chapter, pose a question to Hofstadter. Though he has long since passed, your question might provoke class discussion. 

