Civil Society Reading Responses

CCS on Civil Society
1. Define civil society in your own words.

2. By inference, describe a non-civil society.

3. How did the Cold War sidetrack policymakers and scholars from exploring the concept of civil society?

4. What is the debate about civil society ultimately about?

Walter Lippmann from The Phantom Public (1925)
5. To what extent to you agree with Lippmann’s characterization of the modern citizen?

6. Explicate the fat man as ballerina analogy.

7. How does Lippmann characterize the role of political leaders?

8. Describe Joe Public’s approach to theatre going.

9. What is “public opinion in its highest ideal”?
10. What is the fiction of democracy?

11. If Lippmann were alive today in the age of mass compulsory education and instant information, how, if at all, might his appraisal be different? 

12. Using the CCS definition and Lippmann’s evaluation, list five essential ingredients for a healthy civil society. Then number this list from the most (#1) to least (#5) important ingredients for civil society. 
13. How is our understanding of the concept of civil society essential to our studies of comparative politics? 

