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Survey: Convergència i Unió would win elections in Catalonia

22/09/06 at 12:15pm GMT+1



Article Source: 20 Minutos

The Convergència i Unió would win if regional elections were held today, according to a survey carried out by the Catalan daily newspaper El Periódico. The nationalist party would beat the Partit dels Socialistas de Catalunya (PSC) by five points - and at least ten seats - in the Catalan parliament.

The party, led by Artur Mas, is the party which would have grown in strength the most since the last set of elections were held in 2003 (by more than three and a half points and seven seats (51-52)), whilst the PSC would have lost one and a half points, and the loss of one or two seats (40-41).

The biggest fallback according to the survey, however, has been felt by the Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (ERC) - it would lose between three and four seats (19-20), followed by the Partit Popular de Catalunya (PPC), which would fall by one and a half points and one or two seats (13-14).

The only other party to see a rise in popularity would be the Iniciativa per Catalunya-Esquerra Unida i Alternativa (EUiA). The ‘Greens’ will have improved on their last election outing and would have gained one or two additional seats (10-11).

CiU’s Artur Mas promises Generalitat will pay rental and mortgage costs for under 35s

04/10/06 at 12:17pm GMT+1

Article Source: 20 Minutos

Artur Mas, Convergència i Unió (CiU) party leader and candidate for the Generalitat presidency, yesterday made an electoral promise that – if he comes to power – would commit the government of Catalonia to financially subsidising, over a three year period, 50% of home rental costs to those couples in the region aged under 30.

The rental payment promise supposes a total cost of around €115m during its third year of application.

The electoral campaign of the Catalan nationalist party will also tell potential voters that the Generalitat will pay 20% of total mortgage costs for those ‘couples aged 35 or less, large families or families caring for the handicapped or disabled,’ through a process of ‘joint ownership.’

The Generalitat de Catalunya would share ‘for some years’ the mortgage payments necessary, with the family concerned having the option of buying the Generalitat’s 20% ownership of the property or, if the decision is taken to sell the property, the government having ‘first rights’ over its purchase.

‘Contrato con los catalanes’: CiU’s Artur Mas makes 21 promises to the Catalans

17/10/06 at 11:06am GMT+1



Article Source: 20 Minutos

The CiU candidate for the presidency of the Generalitat de Catalunya, Artur Mas, has signed before a notary the party’s ‘Contract with the Catalans’. The document contains 21 electoral promises, to be fulfilled over the next four years. The document is being sent to 5.3m voters in the region.

Amongst the many promises made in the document, one stands out in particular: CiU’s refusal to sign-up to or establish – either of a ‘permanent or ongoing’ nature – any joint pact with the Partido Popular (PP) to govern Catalonia ‘during the next legislature,’ according to section 6.2 of the document.

The PP’s Josep Piqué, that party’s presidential candidate, described Mas’s decision as ‘nonsense’.

‘They don’t believe in themselves and they know that the rest don’t believe them, which is why they are staging these big shows,’ said Piqué.

Although Mas has already signed before the notaries Joan Carles Ollé, Imma Domper and Lluís Jou, on 13 September, this time the CiU leader has decided to formalise the document before the media. The second signing reinforces his desire to fulfil each of the 21 promises if he becomes the next president of Catalonia, the signing of which he believes to be ‘the single most important act in our campaign.’

At the end of the legislature, according to Mas, citizens in Catalonia can ‘take account of the actions’ undertaken by his government and compare those with what he has promised.

Mas justified his decision to return to the notary by underlining his willingness to ‘speak clearly’ and ‘commit myself firmly and solemnly’ to fulfil the promises during the next legislature.

The first article of document states that ‘I will be president for all Catalans without exception.’

Mas – in the document – says that he also wants to take seriously his promise to ‘play clean’ and to ‘abandon his presidential ambitions’ if his CiU party does not finish with the highest number of seats in the Catalan parliament on 1 November, the day voting takes place across the region.

The CiU leader also promised to deploy the new statute of autonomy for the region – the ‘Estatut’ – in which he will be laying emphasis on ‘the right to choose’ in the area of social policy; the elimination of inheritance taxes; and a plan to shake-up and develop regional infrastructure projects.

The contract also includes promises made prior to the campaign kicking-off last Sunday, on housing and family policy, but one of them, the idea of reducing taxes on people knowing foreign languages, has yet to be finalised.

Political message of Ciutadans de Catalunya’s Albert Rivera is a serious one

17/10/06 at 11:14am GMT+1

Article Source: Belfast Telegraph

From Belfast Telegraph: ‘Candidate strips naked to show he's got nothing to hide’ | (…) “Albert Rivera, 26, a lawyer with no political experience, follows in the footsteps of the Italian former porn star La Cicciolina, who bared a breast in a provocative campaign to become an MEP. In pursuit of Catalan votes on 1 November, Mr Rivera appears naked on posters for his Citizens of Catalonia party. "We don't care what language you speak, or what clothes you wear. We only care about you," claims the slogan alongside a photo of the candidate, his hands crossed across his genitals.

The propaganda coup, illustrating the virtues of "transparency and simplicity", has hit Catalonia's buttoned-up political scene with all the elan of a streaker invading the Camp Nou stadium. Mr Rivera wants to bridge "a yawning gulf between politicians and ordinary people". His campaign taps into Catalonia's rich vein of performance art and political satire.

But Mr Rivera's message is serious, and constitutes a backlash against the current strident nationalism. "We need a modern Catalonia where nationalism is not the only thing on the agenda. Public money sunk into Catalan-only projects should go on programmes of social equality," he says.”

Elections in Catalonia: Maragall calls for a clean fight between Catalan political parties

16/10/06 at 09:18am GMT+1
Article Source: El País

From El País: ‘Catalan candidates vie for premiership as bitter election campaign gets underway: new regional government will face responsibility of implementing new autonomy statute’  “Catalonia’s outgoing Socialist premier, Pasqual Maragall, on Sunday appealed to candidates to “play fair” and keep the race to replace him “clean,” hours before campaigning officially began for elections to be held in the wealthy northeastern region on November 1.

Maragall, who is not seeking reelection, made the plea as he laid a wreath at a memorial to Lluís Companys, one of the first premiers of the Catalan region who was shot by Franco’s troops in 1940. But the poignant reminder of how far the region’s politics has progressed since Spain’s transition to democracy three decades ago is likely to do little to cool a campaign that was shaping up to be particularly vitriolic even before it officially kicked off at midnight last night.

Catalan newspapers yesterday carried a DVD produced by the center-right nationalist CiU coalition. It argues in blunt terms that there is a conspiracy on the political left and highlights the worst moments of Maragall’s term in office at the head of a tri-party coalition government.

It concludes that Catalonia’s seven million people have a choice between CiU or a repeat of the turbulent alliance of the Socialist party, Catalan Republican Left (ERC) and leftist green group ICV that led the region for the last three years. In response to the video, the Catalan Socialist Party (PSC) sent out cellphone messages urging people to throw the DVD in the garbage.

“We’re just warning our supporters about what they’ll find in their kiosks. The CiU is using the worst tactics: lies and manipulation,” José Montilla, the PSC candidate and a former national industry minister, said.

Montilla, however, will have to do more than send text messages to voters if he is to win the election. A poll published Sunday by La Vanguardia newspaper showed that CiU candidate Artur Más currently has an ample lead over the Socialists. The poll gives CiU 35.5 percent of the vote, the PSC 29 percent and the ERC 12.1 percent. The conservative Popular Party (PP) would take 10.5 percent and ICV 10.4 percent, the survey predicts.”

“Whoever wins the poll on November 1 will be responsible for rolling out the region’s increased home-rule powers, making the issue a firm centerpiece of campaign rallies for all parties over the coming weeks.

There are some people, however, who would rather ensure it is not the only thing on the agenda.

Albert Rivera, a 26-year-old lawyer, has become the face - and body - of a new party that is against Catalonia’s strident nationalism. He has bared all on posters around Barcelona in an attempt to underscore his transparency through nudity.”

PP leaders jostled outside Sabadell rally 


Wednesday, October 11, 2006

The PP candidate for the Cataluña presidential elections, Josep Piqué, and national party general secretary, Angel Acebes , were met by an angry crowd of around 40 young protesters when they arrived for a political rally at Martorell Cultural Centre yesterday evening. 

The protesters, carrying Catalan flags and banners, shouted insults and jostled the two right wing leaders at whom a number of missiles were thrown, such as water bottles as well as one or two flares. The banners carried slogans such as "Martorell, a workers' town, does not want fascists or speculators," and "We don't want fascists in Montserrat," and the protesters hurled insults and chanted "It is you fascists who are the terrorists." 

Acccording to a PP party spokesman, only three Guardia Civil officers were on duty as the delegates arrived for the rally, and the area had not been cordonned off, although four more officers were present to escort them from the building following the rally. 

Four months ago, PP party leader, Mariano Rajoy and regional party leader, Josep Piqué, were insulted and had eggs thrown at them as they arrived a rally to oppose the new Cataluña statutes ahead of the regional referendum. 

Hundreds protest for affordable housing 

 Tuesday, October 17, 2006

More than 500 people took part in a demonstration in Barcelona's Plaza de Sant Jaume last night organised by the Assembly for Affordable Housing. Chanting slogans and banging saucepans, the protest passed off peacefully and no incidents were reported. 

"It's not a privilege, but a right," "The whole of Spain is not Marbella," "Nobody lives here," and "What's going on, what's going on? We've got nowhere to live," were some of the slogans chanted by the protesters while they passed round two huge white ballons that represented the housing bubble. 

Estate agency property price lists were distributed at the start of the event that were later torn up and thrown in the air. During the protest, that started at 8.15pm and lasted an hour, a huge banner was unfurled outside the entrance to the regional government building with the slogan "The right to decent, affordable housing. Stop Speculation!" 

The event was originally planned to coincide with a meeting of EU Housing ministers that has been postponed. 

As no photos of last night's protest are currently available, this one shows a demonstration staged by the same organisation in a commercial centre in Hospitalet at the end of last week. 

Barcelona: anarchists, leftist extremists, insurrectionists, skinheads, punks act with impunity
19/10/06 at 10:14am GMT+1



Article Source: El País

‘Barcelona’s police see a new enemy on street - the urban subversive: mysterious group carries out violent attacks at marches and other public events across city’  “The government’s decision to postpone for security reasons a summit of European housing ministers due to be held last week in Barcelona puts the spotlight on a group of “urban guerrillas” who have provoked several disturbances and fought running battles with police over the last year.

The Barcelona authorities say that around 250 youths regularly infiltrate demonstrations, protest marches, or even street parties, from which they are then able to attack public buildings and the police, using bottles, stones, and even home-made rocket launchers.

The problem has grown since last March, when outgoing Barcelona mayor Joan Clos - now the national industry minister - first publicly referred to the group. And then last week, the central government postponed the EU summit until November over fears that a planned demonstration in Barcelona over the city’s housing shortage might degenerate into violence.

Ada Colau, of the Assembly for Decent Housing, which had coordinated demonstrations last week to draw attention to Barcelona’s housing shortage, described the government’s decision as “an excuse to cover up the problem.”

The Catalan police force, the Mossos d’Esquadra, responsible for security in the region, says it has identified those responsible for the recent disturbances. The majority are said to come from the working-class suburbs that surround Barcelona, particularly Baix Llobregat and Cornellá. The Mossos describe them variously as anarchists, leftist extremists, insurrectionists, skinheads, and punks. “We even know when they are going to do something,” says Josep Saumell, who heads the city’s street crime division.

That said, the authorities have not been able to prevent several serious incidents.

In February, during an eviction in the city center, a police officer suffered serious head injuries and is now in a coma. In March, a huge street party in the Rabal area of the city erupted into violence when police intervened: more than 70 people were injured, and 50 arrested. In May, when Barcelona FC won the Champions League and Spanish league soccer titles, the subversives caused damage estimated at €600,000 to shops and bars in the city center. Then, on October 5, television broadcast images of hooded youths firing homemade rocket launchers - prompting the government’s decision to postpone the EU summit.

The Catalan police highlights the problems of combating these individuals. They say that it is difficult to identify them, given that they are often masked. They add that they work in small groups, and are quickly able to disperse, taking advantage of the maze of narrow streets in Barcelona’s historic old quarter. Moreover, complain the authorities, even if they do detect the presence of a suspect in a demonstration, they cannot make an arrest until a crime has been committed. In short, the police say that the groups are able to act with impunity. “Thanks to the Internet and mobile phones, they can organize themselves in minutes,” says Saumell, pointing out the existence of websites providing instructions on how to make bombs or fight the police.

These subversives, he adds, are “a small army: there are generals, giving orders to the troops.””

CiU’s 'Confidencial CAT' DVD angers ERC’s Josep Lluís Carod-Rovira

13/10/06 at 12:26pm GMT+1

Article Source: 20 Minutos

The Catalan independence-seeking ERC party leader, and candidate for the presidency of the Catalan government in the forthcoming November elections, Josep Lluís Carod-Rovira, has described as ‘miserable and destructive’ a CiU party initiative in which a DVD (titled 'Confidencial CAT', featuring the three years of three-party coalition government in Catalonia, focusing especially on the role of the ERC leader during that time) will be distributed with Sunday’s newspapers.

‘The ERC has to rise above this wretchedness, and miserable and destructive attitudes,’ the ERC leader stated on Catalunya Ràdio when asked about the DVD.

Carod-Rovira stated that the CiU is using ‘a very aggressive and very destructive style,’ adding that the nationalists have ‘a way of acting which makes it impossible to construct anything positive.’

The ERC leader met in secret with the CiU party boss Artur Mas about two weeks ago, and acknowledged the increasing closeness of the two parties.

Carod-Rovira has urged the political parties in Catalonia ‘to reach a common agreement, and not to destroy or damage, but to construct and move forward’ given that ‘no party is going to have an absolute majority’ in government.

The cover of the DVD features the faces of the three ‘tripartite’ leaders (Pasqual Maragall, Josep Lluís Carod-Rovira and Joan Saura) in poses similar to a mystery film and in the background semidarkness, the figure of PSC presidential hopeful José Montilla.

The ‘political documentary’ contains chapters highlighting the three years of Catalan government rule under the PSC’s Pasqual Maragall, featuring chapter titles such as ‘El Gobierno repartido’ which explains the formation of the three party governing coalition; 'El último tango en Perpignan' about Carod-Rovira’s meeting with ETA representatives in Perpignan; and ‘El agujero de la vergüenza', about the metro tunnel collapse in the Carmel district of Barcelona.

Another chapter - 'Una sombra en la oscuridad' - stars Montilla, with the DVD ending with 'La esperanza', in which former Generalitat de Catalunya president Jordi Pujol (CiU) personally endorses Artur Mas.

Catalonia: incidents affect ERC’s Carod-Rovira and PP election campaign plans

19/10/06 at 10:12am GMT+1

Article Source: El Mundo

Around a dozen youths shouted abuse at the ERC leader, and candidate for the presidency of the Generalitat de Catalunya, Josep Lluís Carod-Rovira, moments before he was due to present his ideas before the youth wing of the party – the JERC – at the Universidad de Barcelona. Earlier in the day, in Tarragona, a double-decker bus being used by the PP during their own election campaign was attacked and covered in insults and graffiti.

The incident involving Carod-Rovira occurred when he entered a lecture theatre of the university’s law faculty. A group of protestors shouted at Carod-Rovira, yelling out ‘Carod, cabrón, España es tu nación’ (‘Carod, bastard, Spain is your nation’). The speech itself was not interrupted.

According to what was told to attending journalists by some of those who had shouted at the ERC leader, all of the protestors were students within the law faculty at the university and, although they were not members of any political grouping, they did associate themselves with ‘the ideas’ of the far right in Spain.

The other major incident to occur on the day took place in Tarragona, when the PP electoral campaign-themed bus being used by the party was attacked by vandals. The bus was covered by graffiti and insults such as ‘fascistas’ and ‘no sou catalanes’ (‘you are not Catalans’).

The PP in Tarragona has filed a formal complaint about the incident and have called upon all political parties to ‘condemn this act,’ at the same time asking for ‘common sense and calm in the political environment in which we are living in the last few weeks.’

‘From the view of the PP in Catalonia, we believe in freedom of expression, in the use of the word to defend ideas and convictions, and is against those who are dedicated to offending, insulting and the reprehensible acts of hooligans,’ a press communiqué stated.

On 10 October, the PP leader in Catalonia, Josep Piqué, together with other national and local figures within the PP, including Ángel Acebes, were abused and jostled by a group of radicals who attempted to prevent a political meeting in Martorell, Barcelona. The leader of the Juventudes Socialistas de Martorell was later expelled from the PSC by the party leadership, for having played a part in the demonstration.

Ciutadans-Partit de la Ciutadania condemn PP bus attack in Tarragona

19/10/06 at 10:40am GMT+1

Article Source: Telecinco 

The Partido Popular in Catalonia (PPC) delivered a formal complaint to the Cuerpo Nacional de Policía yesterday, in respect of an attack on one of its double-decker election campaign buses in the city of Tarragona.

The bus, which sported the blue campaign theme of the party and upon which appeared the image of its local leader, Josep Piqué, suffered broken windows and written graffiti which read “Fascistas fuera”, “No sois catalanes” and “Ninguna agresión sin respuesta”.

The bus is one of fourteen being used during campaigning for the regional elections set to take place 1 November.

The Ciutadans-Partit de la Ciutadania party, which is campaigning for the first time, condemned the attacks, as well as others against the HQ of the Agrupación Democrática Municipal de Calafell.

The party expressed its ‘repulsion’ over the attacks, adding that ‘it is intolerable, in a civilised and democratic society, that acts of violence restrict freedom of expression.’

Barcelona: ‘Asamblea por una Vivienda Digna’ protestors proclaim right to decent housing

17/10/06 at 11:17am GMT+1

Article Source: El País

More than 500 people participated last night in a rally and ‘cacerolada’ (the beating of items, mainly pots and pans, to create as much noise as possible) convened by the protest platform ‘Asamblea por una Vivienda Digna’, before the seat of the Catalan government, the Generalitat, in Plaza Sant Jaume (Barcelona). During the rally, which finished without incident, the protestors – mainly young people – proclaimed their right to decent housing.

‘It is not a privilege, it is a right,’ ‘All of Spain is Marbella,’ ‘No one lives here,’ and ‘Qué pasa, qué pasa, que no tenemos casa’ were just some of the shouts from the assembled crowd, which also played with two giant white balloons to symbolise the housing bubble.

One of the members of the group, megaphone in hand, insisted to the listening crowd that the meeting of EU housing ministers – due to be staged in the Catalan capital – was cancelled because ‘they want to silence us.’

During the protest, demonstrators deployed a banner in front of the entrance to the Palau de la Generalitat which read ‘Derecho a una vivienda digna. Stop Especulación’. The rally started at 8.15pm, and finished around one hour later.

