Columbus, The Indians and Human Progress
1. What does Zinn cite as the purpose of Columbus’ exploration?

2. Describe how the Arawaks approached Columbus. How did Columbus respond?

3. In his journals, Columbus discusses Arawak culture. Describe Columbus’ perceptions of Arawak culture.
4. What happened to the Arawaks who couldn’t find gold?

5. In hopes of preserving their culture, the Arawaks eventually attempted to resist Spanish rule/enslavement. What was the result of this resistance?

6. Describe the encomienda system.

7. Who was Las Casas and what was his significance?

8. Examine Zinn’s critique of Samuel Eliot Morison’s perspective on Columbus.

9. On page 11 Zinn states his thesis for this book. Summarize this thesis.

10. In your opinion, what was the root of the dispute between Columbus and the Indians? In other words, what was the nature of the controversy?

11. Examine the metaphor of the historian as a mapmaker.

