	
	Country: Britain

	Executive
	Structure

-Prime minister

-Cabinet: senior ministers from H.of

Lords, and H.of Commons. (apt. by PM)

-2 Key departments: Treasury, Home office

-Executive branch is chosen by parliament

-WhiteHall: executive agencies

-West Minister is gov. neighborhood. 

-Downing St. is Blair’s house.


	functions

-Departments are responsible for all services of government.

-(PM) winning elections, campaigning through media, patronage (cooption, personal loyalty, competence), parliamentary performance (Question time), creating/balancing policy.

- Ministers initiate policy

      Responsible for civil service

      Ambassadors of their dept. to the outside world

      Ministers competes for resources (defense and edu.) 



	Legislative
	Structure

Parliament: House of Commons: lower House

House of Lords: Upper House 

Whip: instrument for party discipline


	functions

Parliament: establish political reputation, listen to backbenchers concerns, compromise and amend bills, criticize Whitehall, making issues publicized, speak for MP’s constituencies. 

H.of Lords: deliberates on controversial issues



	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-Near fusion between the two powers.

-Parliament elects executive. 

-Parl. Has no confidence vote for PM. 

-PM can dissolve Parliament

- PM can call for elections at any time



	Judicial
	-Unwritten constitution; acts of parl., judicial pronouncements, customs, and traditions

-const. Is vague and interpreted by par.

-Law lords in H. of Lords

- Judicial committee of Privy council

-Eur. Convention of Human Rights instead of bill of rights 

-Laws can be changed by majority vote in Parl.

-No judicial review



	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-Northern Irl, Scotland, Wales: devolution

-Surbordinance to central gov. 


	Local

-Central gov can abolish local authorities

-1/5 of public expenditures

-Elections every 4 years

-No income tax



	Impact of Party on Structures
	-First past post leads to disproportionate representation. 

- Conservative (private initiatives, right), Labour (manual workers, left), and Liberal Democrats

- Accommodative, consensual system, both parties are centrists 

- 4 Scottish parties compete

-Wales party: Plaid Cymru



	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-One crown, 5 nations

-Scotland, Wales, N. Ireland (6 counties): devolution

-Majority of people have national identity (British)

-Power resides in Parliament



	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-No confidence vote

-whip
-Questions time for PM


	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-Northern Ir. disputes

-Devolution
-Immigration of citizens from former colonies

-New international role?
-EU vs. USA



	
	Country: China

	Executive
	structure

State Council

· Center: Government ministries (32-100 member, currently 35)

· Below Center: Five Tiers (provinces, prefectures, counties, townships, villages)

· President: Head of State

· Jiang Zemin (1993-2003)

· Hu Jintao (2003-Now)

· Head of CCP: Hu Jinato

· General Secretary: Hu Jintao


	functions

Takes care of the provincial and township governments & controls ministries and commissions


	Legislative
	Structure

National People’s Congress (NPC)

· 5 year terms

· includes technical experts and members of satellite parties (non-party members)

Standing Committee
	functions

Amends constitution, passes & amends legislation, Plenary Sessions – produce and release economic plans, theoretically govs highest body, in a sense a rubber stamp, responsible for appointing gov positions.

Makes most of the decisions



	Executive-Legislative Relations
	Overlapping – current president Hu Jintao serves as the head of the CCP and General Secretary; General Secretary is part of Standing Committee.



	Judicial
	Center: Supreme People’s Court – responsible for NPC, courts don’t have power for judicial review.

Supreme People’s Procuratorate  - supervise criminal investigation, investigate corruption, responsible for NPC.



	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

Hong Kong & Taiwan – want independence, lack of Chinese nationalism

Economic zones vs. Rural areas

Tibet (Dalai Lama) – also want independence, China is destroying Tibet’s culture, religion, environment, and human rights.

	Local

Organic Law on Village Committees – grassroots elections at local level (3 year terms), defines village committees as “autonomous mass organizations of self government.”

	Impact of Party on Structures
	Leadership by Lines – 1st line compromised of the younger generation (50-60 years old), 2nd line compromised of “retired” party leaders who work as advisors (take part in major decision-making) but not on top positions.

Nomenklatura system – management of party & gov officials in important positions by party committees exercising authority of major decisions (appointment, promotion, transfer, removal from office).



	Analysis of Division of Powers
	None… again goes back to the overlapping nature of China’s government structure.

Politburo Standing Committee – 9 most powerful members (CCP)



	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	NPC serves as a check over constitution and legislation. However, CCP leaders have veto power over all legislation.



	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	Internet censorship, human rights, democracy and capitalism…


	
	Country: Iran

	Executive
	structure

1. Supr Leader: highest authority

2. President: elected for 4 yrs for max. 2 terms (confirmed by Supr. Leader). Has to be twelver Shiite and a man, (two rounds of elections?)
3. Assembly of Experts: elected for 8 yrs (86 members)

4. Cabinet (Council of Ministers) chosen by President, and can be impeached by Parliament


	functions

1. velayat-e faqih. Appoints: ½Guardians Council(6), Expediency Council(31), director of Voice&Vision, commander Pasdaran(IRGC), commander military, commander of law enforcement forces, head of judiciary. Oversees parastatal found.

2. head of exec. branch, sign bills into laws approved by legislature, appoints: cabinet members, provincial governors

3. choses: the Supr. Leader from the ulema
4. advice President

	Legislative
	structure

1. Parliament (Majles):unicameral with 290 members elected for 4 yrs. All Muslims except: 3 Christians, 1 Jew, 1 Zoroastrian

*2. Council of Guardians: 12 members, 6 ulema appointed by Supr. Leader, and 6 lawyers appointed by Head of Judiciary


	functions

1. Law-making powers but the laws cannot go against the constitution or Islam. Investigate affairs of state
to approve or reject president’ cabinet appointments. Interpellate ministers and subject them to votes of no-confidence.

*2. Ensures the conformity of legislation with Islam & constitution. “Supervises” the elections to the Assembly of Experts, the presidency and the parliament

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	-Expediency Council: 31 members appointed by Supr. Leader, that arbitrates between the parliament and the council of guardians. Advises the leader in formulating overall state policy

	Judicial
	-Sharia’ Law, interpreted by Supr. Leader and ensured by Council of Guardians too (6 ulema)
-Head of Judiciary (appointed by Supr. Leader)

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

*Unitary state


	Local

-everything subordinate to top-down decisions, local leaders have to be approved by Guardians Council, can tax but tend not to. Leaders are elected for 4-year terms. Decision-making and administrative organs of the State.

	Impact of Party on Structures
	Political parties are religious-based rather than ideologically-based. Reformist political parties are now questioning the validity of the interpretation of the Sharia` Law. There are also conservatives (agree with strict  implementation of Islam)

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	Supr. Leader basically appoints most of the political leaders. One problem with the Iranian structure is that it is mainly controlled by a few people, and a lot of importance and power is given to unelected structures.

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-Guardian Council works as check for President, Majles
-In theory, Assembly of E. is check for Supreme Leader; in reality, no functioning checks against the Supreme Leader
-


	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-Islam and Democracy?
-blocked candidacy of reformist candidates
-power sharing between Supreme Leader and President
-USA-Iran relations
-Israel
-Sunni/Shiite




	
	Country: Mexico

	Executive
	Structure

-President dominant actor last century

Unwritten but recognized “metaconstitutional” powers -> presidencialismo
-Limited to 6 year term
	functions

-Informal power to seat + unseat governors

-Strong presidencialismo:  majority in legislative, discipline in party, pres. Must be considered leader



	Legislative
	structure

-Presidentialist or presidentially centered in dominant-party regime

-2 houses: 128 member upper chamber; Senate and 500 member lower house; Chamber of Deputies

-Both chambers elected by plurality vote in Single Member Districts while others proportional representation

-CoD no party more than 2/3 majorty & no party’s share can exceed more than 8% national vote
	functions

-CoD specializes in fiscal legislation (revenue bills and budget)

-CoD approves executive and then passes to Senate. Only CoD approves the appropriations legislations -> send to president and can’t veto 

-Senate monitors foreign affairs (approves treaties by president)

-Senate can remove state governors and depose state legislatures -> topple gov. when state can’t provide state security



	Executive-Legislative Relations
	- Used to be determined by metaconstitutional powers

- Follow constitutional rather than partisan norms, suffers separation of power

-Comparing levels of productivity of last 5 legislatures -> executive’s influence over legislative branch and by 2000 metaconstitutional presidentialism ended

-Judiciary increasingly important role as arbiter between exec-legislative

	Judicial
	-Supreme Court at national level-> 11 members, 15- year terms, nominated by President and approved by Senate

-Circuit and District Courts -> local level courts

-Federal Electoral Tribunal (7 members 4-year terms)-> reduce corruption between SC and local level courts

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

-31 states and Federal District

-Each layer of gov. weaker, less autonomous and more impoverished

-State gov’s retain control over resources from federal down to municipio and keep power
	Local

-States divided into municipios -> officials elected 3 years

-Fighting centralism is an important issue



	Impact of Party on Structures
	-Party discipline: 1. Reelections prohibited 2. Nomination procedures of parties are closed

-Mechanism for resolving conflicts, co-opting emerging interest group, legitimating regime through electoral process-> build popular support for gov. policies and mobilize participation in elections. 

-Official party occupy pol. Space that opposition difficult to recruit supporters

-Unlimited access to government funds

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	-Decision making highly centralized-> president operates with few restraints and dominates legislative and judicial branches

-SC were presidentially appointed and confirmed by PRI-Senate (in the past)

-Each president replace justices-> make judges agents of executive branch

-Courts and legislatures @ state lvl mirrored preferences of state gov’s (handpicked by president)

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	-No reelections

-Senate majority can prevent president from vetoing bills

- Judiciary arbiter between executive and legislative

-Federal Electoral Institute (autonomous agency) which look over election so no corruption

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	-Too much centralization

-Corruption

-Presidencialismo




	
	Country: Russia

	Executive
	Structure:

· President: popularly elected in a two round election for 4 year term (limited to 2)

· Government (headed by PM, Includes ministers, deputy PM, heads of state committees)

· Security Council (improvised institution headed by Pres, includes PM&heads of power ministries)

· State council (89 regional governors and Pres)

· Presidential Reps to 7 Fed Districts
	Functions

Pres. 

· Names PM (approved by Duma)

· Right to presidential decrees (never has been rejected by legislature

Gov.

· Responsible for ec. And social policy

· Members have to be approved by Duma

State Council:

· Keeping power with president – watch over govs

Pres Reps:

· Keeps power centralized



	Legislative
	Structure

· State Duma (450 seats all elected on party lists)

· Federation Council (178 seats, 2 from each 89 regions, 1 appointed by legislature, other by governor of region.


	Functions

Duma:

· Originate legislation except for categories under Fed Council. – Bills they pass go to Fed council for approval then to pres for publication (vetoes & amendments on the way)

· Have vote of no confidence in gov.

Fed Council:

· Act on bills passed by Duma

· Approves pres nominees for high courts

· Approves pres. Decrees declaring martial law or state of emergency

· Leg. Dealing with taxes, budget, financial policy, treaties, customs and declaration of war

	Executive-Legislative Relations
	· Under Yeltsin: stormy relations, communists dominated Duma (were anti-president). Conflict with parliament ( dissolved it

· Under Putin: shifted balance of power towards pres. Dominance of United Russia (pro pres. Party). Parliament much of a rubber-stamp under Putin.

	Judicial
	· Procuracy: centralized hierarchy led by Procurator general

· Fight crime, corruption, and abuse of power in bureaucracy

· Principle check on abuse of power – oversees entire system of justice

· Inadequately funded by federal gov – can’t meet responsibilities assigned

· Constitutional Court: Judicial Review

· 19 members nominated by pres.

· Considers constitutionality of actions of pres, parl, and lower govs

· Never really restricts pres power

· Judiciary (hierarchy

· Supreme court

· Regional and republic level courts

· District and city courts

· Commercial courts – cases from civil disputes between firms and/or gov

· The Bar – represent indiv. Citizens and organizations in criminal and civil matters (private law firms)

	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional

· Chief executives (governors-appointed, presidents of republics)

· Legislative assemblies 

· Courts
	Local

· Local and municipal executives

· “    councils

· Justice of Peace



	Impact of Party on Structures
	· United Russia = party of power (patronage party with official and voter sponsorship) – because the president supports it, the people vote for it because they support Putin

· Citizens tend to vote for the candidate’s personality rather than the party

· Strong presidentialism undermines ability of parties to promise electoral success (weak parties, bad at aggregating interests properly)

· Parties form quickly, are abandoned quickly, and there a lot of parties (no party attachment)

	Analysis of Division of Powers
	· Constitutionally, power is divided equally between executive, legislative and judiciary branches

· In practice, power is centralized under president

· Improvised institutions not in constitution put power further in hands of pres.

	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	· Constitutional Court is main check but rarely go against pres. ( don’t resist presidential decrees

· Judiciary doesn’t have much power – all organizations appointed, not accountable

· PM and gov responds to pres not parliament

	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	· Under Putin – major centralization

· Oligarchs
· People tend to be subjects (lack of trust in gov b/c of corruption… and predictable outcome)


	
	Country: Nigeria

	Executive
	Structure

1. President
2 rounds of ballots
Needs 25% of votes in 2/3 of states

2. Cabinet is ethnically, religiously and regionally diverse
U.S. model of government

	functions

1. Signs Bills
No official veto

Commander in chief

2. Advises President


Responsible for bureaucracy



	Legislative
	Structure

1. Senate:  Upper House
109 Seats, (3 per Region +1)
diverse Senators
equal representation of each region
elected by popular vote

2. National Assembly: lower H. (formerly House of Representatives)
360 seats from single member districts, based on plurality

	Functions

-Lawmaking powers:
     -originate, discuss, pass legislation
-Approve Budget


	Executive-Legislative Relations
	Constitutionally clearly defined separation between two powers, yet the President is the dominant force.  The legislature is a weak (but getting stronger), not functioning check on Presidential power.  Opposition parties often do not cooperate well with Executive.


	Judicial
	Supreme Court = highest court of Nigeria
-in theory has judicial review

-during Military rule undermined

Appeals courts and regional/local courts below
Common vs. Sharia Law

INEC-independent election monitoring commission


	Regional & Local Powers
	Regional
36 Regional governments
executive, legislative, judicial branches
Powerful regional governors
Regional interests over national interests
Corruption major problem

	Local
774 local governments

Dominated by Patron-Client Networks

	Impact of Party on Structures
	Parties built on ethnic and/or religious bases, strengthens regionalism
Parties not long lasting—often merge or dissipate
Little coalition building between parties occurs
Lacking coherent pol. party platforms


	Analysis of Division of Powers
	Constitutionally, balance between leg, exec, jud. 
Judicial needs to become stronger to end corruption so other two branches can function better

President is the dominant force



	Analysis of Checks and Balances
	Military is a viable political force

Federal system is not a functional check

Lack of stability and continuity in government has led to great corruption

Legislative not a functioning check against the President


	Points of Controversy and/or Interest
	Corruption, trend of discontent with democracy, election fraud, oil: curse or blessing?, ethnicity, Sharia law, regionalism, the national question



